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S cholars  and  book  collectors  are  different  kinds  of  people 
but  both  are  possessed  by  a fervor  that  drives  them  on  with- 
out rest  or  relaxation.  This  is  because  scholars  and  collec- 
tors both  attempt  the  impossibility  of  satisfying  insatiable 
desires.  What  they  want  to  do  is  to  possess  everything  in 
their  fields  in  the  form  of  knowledge  or  in  the  form  of books 
and  manuscripts.  There  is  no  way  to  exorcise  the  remark- 
able enthusiasm  that  each  kind  of  man  possesses  and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  from  early  days  they  have  both  been  thought 
fit  passengers  on  the  legendary  Ship  of  Fools  as  chronicled 
by  Sebastian  Brant.  Yet  these  scholars  and  collectors  are 
maligned  mainly  because  they  do  sail  over  strange  seas 
while  other  plainer,  pedestrian  people  do  not  know  what 
to  make  of  such  inspired  folk.  In  fact  there  are  plenty  of 
people  who  think  books  to  be  dangerous  things,  whether 
one  gathers  them  or  whether  one  gets  ideas  for  more  books 
from  them.  Fortunately  there  are  always  some  special  people 
who  are  going  to  do  one  or  the  other,  or  both. 

— James  D.  Hart 


Provided  courtesy  of  George  Frederick  Koi.be/Fine  Numismatic  Books  ~ www.numisut.com 
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American  Numismatic  Periodicals 
from  1860  to  1960 

by  Ken  Lowe 


Introduction 

The  coin  collector  or  numismatist  probably  takes  the  ready  availability 
of  numismatic  information  today  for  granted.1  For  example,  Coin  World 
and  Numismatic  News  reach  nearly  100,000  weekly  readers.  The  monthly 
publications  Coin  Age  and  Coins  can  be  found  on  nearly  every  magazine  rack 
throughout  the  country.  This  does  not  even  include  those  who  receive 
Numismatist,  Penny-Wise,  The  John  Reich  Journal  and  other  club  and  specialty 
periodicals.  However,  ready  access  to  topical  numismatic  information  is  a 
rather  modern  phenomenon. 

Although  periodic  publications  devoted  to  American  numismatics  date 
back  to  the  Civil  War,  few  people  today  are  aware  of  the  history  and  growth 
of  the  American  numismatic  periodical.  The  overall  picture  represented  by 
the  body  of  these  works  comprises  an  unsurpassed  written  record  of  the 
growth  and  development  of  American  numismatics.  The  periodicals,  many 
of  which  are  little  known,  recorded  the  events,  the  personalities,  the  ideas 
and  the  issues  that  spread  the  gospel  of  American  numismatics. 

In  1990,  after  years  of  research  in  virtually  a virgin  territory,  Remy 
Bourne  published  American  Numismatic  Periodicals  1860-1960:  An  Illustrated 
Collectors  Guide.  Students  and  bibliophiles  may  be  familiar  with  Bourne's 
research  into  premium  lists  and  prices-paid-for  lists  — and  the  five  volumes 
about  them  which  he  has  written  and  published.  However,  few  are  aware  of 
Bourne's  now  out-of-print  two  volume,  profusely  illustrated  work  on  numis- 
matic periodicals.  Bourne  asked  me  to  write  an  introduction  to  his  periodi- 
cal book.  Because  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  work,  1 felt  that  something 
more  substantial  than  a cursory  effort  was  called  for.  Bourne  generously 
offered  me  the  necessary  time  to  write  what  turned  out  to  be  an  historical 
overview  of  the  American  numismatic  periodical  using  his  research  as  the 
basis. 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  American  Numismatic  Periodicals  were  printed, 
probably  because  at  that  time  little  attention  was  focused  on  the  topic  and, 
perhaps  more  importantly,  the  $100  cost  (in  fact,  Bourne  lost  a substantial 
amount  of  money  on  each  copy  that  was  sold). 

Rather  recently,  a significant  amount  of  attention  and,  concomitantly, 
money  has  been  focused  on  the  topic.  Thus  it  seems  appropriate  to  make 
this  information  available  to  the  collecting  public.  Therefore,  with  only 
minor  changes  we  are  presenting  our  introduction  to  Bourne's  work. 

The  organization  of  this  survey  follows  that  of  Bourne's  monograph. 
Generally,  the  periodicals  discussed  in  the  section  for  each  decade  are  those 
which  began  in  that  decade.  Consequently,  most  periodicals  which  lasted 


1 This  work  originally  appeared  in  R.  Bourne,  American  Numismatic  Periodicals  1860-1960:  An 
Illustrated  Collectors  tiuide  (Minneapolis,  1990).  A somewhat  revised  version  appeared  in  Out  on  a 
l.imb  7/1  (1993),  pp.  1-19.  The  editor  wishes  to  thank  both  Remy  Bourne  and  Myron  Xenos  for 
their  kind  permission  in  letting  us  reprint  this  work.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  over  ten  years  have 
past  since  its  last  publication,  the  editor,  David  Fanning,  Pete  Smith  and  Wayne  Homren  have 
made  changes  and  updates  to  the  work.  The  illustrations  are  courtesy  of  Wayne  Homren. 
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for  more  than  one  decade  are  discussed  in  their  entirety  in  the  section 
devoted  to  the  decade  in  which  they  originated.  Also,  the  periodicals  within 
each  decade  are  not  necessarily  discussed  in  chronological  order.  Rather,  I 
tended  to  discuss  the  periodicals  according  to  their  importance.  Finally, 
even  though  Bourne's  work  ends  with  the  1960s,  I continued  the  discussion 
into  the  seventies  and  beyond  for  most  of  the  periodicals  which  continued 
after  the  sixties  ended. 

The  1860s 

Numismatics  was  quite  well  established  in  the  United  States  by  the  end 
of  the  Civil  War  as  indicated  by  there  having  been  approximately  200 
numismatic  auctions  conducted  during  the  preceding  10  years.2  However, 
most  of  the  collectors  and  dealers  were  clustered  in  the  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  New  England  areas.  In  fact,  the  earliest 
American  numismatic  societies  were  formed  in  the  late  1850s  in  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  Boston,  New  Haven  and  Rhode  Island.  Individuals  who 
lived  outside  those  areas  had  little  access  to  the  mainstream  of  the  hobby  as 
numismatic  communications  outside  those  areas  were  severely  limited. 

American  numismatic  literature  was  in  its  formative  stages.  More  impor- 
tantly, there  was  no  established  print  medium  for  regularly  communicating 
numismatic  information.  Numismatic  auction  catalogues  were  little  more 
than  listings  of  coins.  As  most  collectors  and  dealers  attended  the  auctions 
in  person,  there  was  little  reason  to  provide  the  extensive  text  or  scholarship 
which  we  take  for  granted  in  today's  auction  catalogues.  The  fixed  prices  list 
was  not  extensively  used  as  most  coins  were  sold  in  shops  or  sold  and  traded 
among  groups  of  collectors.  For  example,  Joseph  Levick  in  the  November 
1868  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  (p.  55)  mentioned  that  in  the  late 
1850s,  local  collectors  and  those  visiting  from  other  cities  used  to  gather  reg- 
ularly at  Edward  Cogan's  shop  in  Philadelphia  "to  see  what  was  to  be  seen 
and  learn  any  news  that  might  be  stirring  in  the  numismatic  world." 

Perhaps  the  most  widespread  national  publicity  that  numismatic  mat- 
ters received  were  the  various  illustrated  articles  carried  in  Harper's  Magazine 
in  the  early  1860s,  including  W.  C.  Prime's  two  articles,  "Coins  and 
Coinage"  (February  1860),  and  "Coins  in  America"  (November  1860),  as  well 
as  a three  part  article  entitled  "Making  Money:  The  Assay  Office  New  York" 
(November  1861),  "The  Mint  at  Philadelphia"  (December  1861),  and  "The 
American  Banknote  Company"  (February  1862).  In  March  1863  Harper's 
Magazine  also  carried  "Continental  Money,"  an  article  by  Benjamin  J. 
Lossing. 

Although  not  having  as  extensive  a circulation,  The  Banker's  Magazine 
and  Statistical  Register , which  was  published  between  1846  and  1943,  printed 
digested  articles  from  various  sources,  many  of  which  had  numismatic  value 
including  in  Volume  I (July  1846  to  June  1847)  woodcut  engravings  of  212 
coins  of  the  world  on  16  plates;  and  two  full  color  anti-photographic  ban- 
knotes from  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  and  Edson  in  Volume  12  (1857-1858). 
Not  generally  known  is  that  in  Volume  XVI  (1861-1862),  accompanying  an 
excerpt  from  John  Hickcox's  The  History  of  American  Coinage,  were  five  plates 
originally  included  in  some  copies  of  Hickcox's  work.  The  plates  were  finely 
engraved  on  thicker  paper  tinted  in  the  metallic  colors  of  the  coins. 


2 For  the  history  of  numismatic  research  in  the  United  States  before  the  1860s  see  Q.  D. 
Bowers,  American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War  1760-1860  (Wolfesboro,  1998). 
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It  was  through  the  occasional  articles  in  national  periodicals  such  as 
these  that  those  people  interested  in  American  numismatics,  but  who  were 
outside  the  eastern  centers  of  numismatic  activity,  received  the  limited 
amount  of  numismatic  information  available  to  them. 

Numismatic  periodicals  existed  in  Europe  prior  to  their  introduction 
into  the  United  States.  It  is  generally  considered  that  the  first  English  lan- 
guage numismatic  periodical  was  the  journal  of  the  Royal  Numismatic 
Society  — The  Numismatic  Journal,  edited  by  John  Y.  Akerman,  which 
appeared  in  1835,  later  renamed  The  Numismatic  Chronicle,  under  which  it 
continues  today.  German  language  periodicals  began  much  earlier.  Clain- 
Stefanelli's  Bibliography  lists  the  first  two  volumes  of  Annalen  tier  gesamten 
numismatik  in  1804  and  1806. 3 Other  early  European  periodicals  were  Revue 
numismatique  which  appeared  in  1836, 4 followed  in  1841  by  Annuli  hi  numis- 
matica  in  Naples  and  by  Revue  beige  he  numismatique  in  1845. 

Chronologically  the  first  American  numismatic  periodical  appears  to  be 
The  Coin  and  Stamp  Journal  published  in  Chicago  by  Mason  and  Smith. 
Issued  monthly  between  May  1865  and  April  1866.  Attinelli  noted,  "Twelve 
numbers  of  this  little  5 1/4  x 8 1/4  bantling  |a  young  child | of  4 pp.  each 
sufficed  to  kill  it."5  Although  Bourne  notes  that  these  were  listed  in  the 
"Earl  of  Crawford"  library,  we  have  not  seen  any  of  these,  nor  have  we  been 
able  to  find  any  illustrations  of  them. 

The  next  American  numismatic  periodical,  one  which  was  to  be  more 
significant,  appeared  the  month  following  the  demise  of  The  Coin  anil  Stamp 
Journal.  On  March  5,  1866,  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Numismatic  and 
Archaeological  Society,  Joseph  Levick  proposed  the  creation  of  an  American 
numismatic  periodical  equal  to  the  quality  of  the  European  journals.  The 
ANAS  (the  ANS  was  renamed  the  ANAS  after  the  Civil  War,  keeping  the 
name  until  1908  when  it  resumed  being  called  the  ANS)  appointed  a publi- 
cation committee  of  Levick,  Isaac  Wood,  George  H.  Perine,  Frank  H.  Norton 
and  Rev.  William  W.  Seymour.  Because  there  was  doubt  about  the  prospects 
for  the  financial  success  of  a journal,  the  ANAS  adopted  measures  to  subsi- 
dize the  first  year  of  the  project.  Finally,  near  the  end  of  May  1866  the  first 
issue  of  the  first  major  American  numismatic  periodical  appeared  — Volume 
1,  Number  1 of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  and  Bulletin  of  the 
American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society .6  At  the  very  beginning  of  the 
first  issue,  which  consisted  of  eight  pages,  appeared  a statement  summariz- 
ing the  state  of  numismatic  communication  in  America  at  the  time: 

It  is  certainly  a matter  of  some  surprise,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  extent  of  the  interests  involved,  that  the  subjects  of 
Numismatics  and  Archaeology  have,  until  the  present  time,  existed 
in  this  country  without  an  organ  or  means  of  introduction  to  the 
public,  or  to  those  persons  who  make  their  study  a specialty. 

...the  only  means  for  instruction,  for  the  spread  of  information, 
or  for  the  advancement  of  these  sciences,  in  a literary  point  of  view, 
has  been  an  occasional  paragraph  in  a weekly  paper,  or  an  account 
of  some  coin  sale,  or  the  discovery  of  an  ancient  relic,  transiently 


3 £ £ Clain-Stefanelli,  Numismatic  Bibliography  (Battenberg,  1985),  p.  29  no.  356. 

4 For  a history  of  this  fine  journal  see  J.  Lafaurie,  "La  Revue  numismatique  a 150  ans,"  Revue 

numismatique^  28  (1986),  pp.  8-50. 

5 E.  J.  Attinelli,  Numisgraphics  (New  York,  1876),  p.  105. 

6 u p Adelson,  The  American  Numismatic  Society  (New  York,  1958),  p.  56. 
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made  public  in  the  newspapers  and  perhaps  cut  out  and  preserved 
by  interested  collectors. 

...and  all  this  time  there  has  been  no  publication  attempted 
which,  besides  being  of  historical  value,  should  act  as  a check  upon 
all  nefarious  and  improper  acts,  either  in  the  manufacture,  collec- 
tion, or  sale  of  coins  and  medals. 

...with  the  hope  that  ...  it  [the  AJN]  may  in  time  become  a use- 
ful and  valuable  adjunct  to  historical  and  scientific  literature.7 


The  first  issue  also  contained  "Transactions"  (summaries)  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  ANAS,  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society  and  the  New  England 
Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society.  Also  featured  was  a descriptive  col- 
umn accompanied  by  a woodcut  of  a Sommer  Islands  piece,  a proposal  for 
the  striking  of  a memorial  Lincoln  medal,  and  "Numismatics  and 
Archaeology  Considered  as  Aids  to  History,"  a paper  read  before  the  March 
8,  1866  meeting  of  the  ANAS  by  Frank  Norton,  President.  The  six  display  ads 
on  the  last  page  were  exclusively  from  advertisers  in  New  York,  Boston  and 
Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  between  150  and  200  copies  of  the  first  issue 
were  produced  with  Adelson  noting  that  in  1867  the  circulation  of  the  AJN 
had  been  less  than  100. 8 Soon  after,  the  issues  began  to  include  accounts  of 
auction  sales,  accounts  of  the  legislation  authorizing  new  coinage,  corre- 
spondence and  lists  of  coin  catalogues  [the  source  of  many  of  Attinetti's 
data]  and  coins  and  tokens.  By  the  eighth  issue,  December  1866,  the 
expanding  horizons  of  the  American  numismatic  world  appeared  with  two 
articles:  "Numismatics  in  Indiana"  and  "Numismatics  in  California." 

Unfortunately,  the  AJN  was  not  an  immediate  financial  success.  In  fact, 
from  1870  to  1908,  the  publication  of  the  journal  was  taken  over  by  the 
Boston  Numismatic  Society.  However,  the  importance  of  this  estimable  pub- 
lication, which  ran  in  53  volumes  through  1924,  was  quite  accurately  stated 
in  a history  of  the  journal  in  volume  41:  "The  history  of  the  journal,  if  it 
could  be  given  in  detail,  would  be  a history  of  American  numismatics." 

In  1867  what  may  be  considered  another  early  periodical  appeared, 
although  it  is  not  listed  in  Bourne's  book.  The  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society  of  Philadelphia  issued  The  Proceedings  of  the  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia  from  May  4,  1865  to  December  31,  1866. 
This  volume  was  the  first  published  account  of  the  Society's  proceedings  as 
the  first  record  of  the  accounts  of  the  organization's  earliest  meetings  from 
December  28,  1857  to  April  6,  1865  did  not  appear  until  the  Proceedings  of 
1910  to  1912  (volume  26).  In  addition  to  the  minutes  of  each  of  the  regular 
meetings  for  the  period,  the  balance  of  the  volume  consisted  of  eight  papers 
read  before  the  Society.  The  numismatic  papers  were  "Some  Observations  on 
Early  Currency  of  Maryland,"  by  Henry  Phillips,  Jr.;  "The  Pleasures  of 
Numismatic  Society,"  also  by  Phillips;  and  "A  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
National  Medals  Issued  Pursuant  to  Resolution  of  Congress  1776-1815,"  by 
Charles  H.  1 lart. 

Ebenezer  Mason  from  Philadelphia  was  one  of  the  earliest  full  time  coin 
dealers,  conducting  35  auctions  between  1868  and  1890.  However,  he  was 
also  the  first  individual  American  who  seriously  committed  himself  to  the 
periodical  for  any  length  of  time,  probably  for  two  reasons;  first,  to  promote 
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numismatics  and  second,  to  supplement  his  income.  Unfortunately,  despite 
his  enthusiasm,  Mason  never  experienced  consistent  financial  success  in  the 
coin  business.  Consequently,  he  had  to  leave  the  trade  several  times. 

During  each  of  his  periods  in  business,  Mason  put  out  a periodical. 
Mason's  Coin  and  Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine  debuted  in  April  1867,  fourteen 
months  before  his  first  coin  auction.  Not  intended  to  be  as  scholarly  as  the 
AJN,  these  entertaining  issues,  which  were  replete  with  history  and  numis- 
matic information,  gave  an  immediacy  to  numismatics  after  the  civil  con- 
flict. For  example,  he  noted  that  someone  had  traded  a 1799  cent  for  a $40 
diamond  pin,  and  that  a Massachusetts  collector  had  sent  in  $5  (in  1867)  for 
an  annual  subscription.  The  issues  featured  a series  of  articles  on  the  history 
of  American  coinage  with  excellent  pieces  on  colonials  and  the  cents  of 
1793.  Further,  he  correctly  predicted  that  the  upcoming  Mickley  sale  "will 
be  the  most  important  that  ever  occurred  in  this  country.  The  catalogue  will 
be  the  guide  hereafter  for  pieces  and  prices."  Mason  also  promoted  Cogan's 
Mackenzie  sale,  the  first  plated  auction  catalogue  in  American  numismatics. 
Other  brief  articles  of  note  were  on  the  1791  "Washington"  silver  half  dol- 
lar, the  Fewsmith  coin  cabinet  (Mason's  greatest  sale),  the  redemption  of 
large  cents,  and  an  account  of  Cogan's  Cauffman  sale.  The  magazine  ran  for 
60  issues  through  1872.  Of  particular  importance  was  his  "Photographic 
Gallery  of  Coin  Collectors  of  the  United  States  No.  1,"  which  had  portraits 
of  48  major  collectors  of  the  period.  As  an  indicator  of  how  numismatic 
activity  was  geographically  clustered,  consider  that  of  the  numismatists 
illustrated  only  five  were  not  from  the  east;  three  from  Michigan,  one  from 
Indiana  and  one  from  Missouri. 

Reverses  due  to  the  Panic  of  1873  forced  Mason  out  of  business  until 
1879.  In  June  of  that  year  he  began  a new  periodical.  Mason's  Coin  Collectors' 
Herald  ran  until  March  1882,  when  he  again  left  the  business.  The  first 
issue's  lead  story  was  the  "History  of  the  Recently  Discovered  Confederate 
Half  Dollar."  1879  also  saw  the  publication  of  Mason's  Numismatic  Visitor. 

The  Herald  was  tollowed  by  Mason's  Coin  Collectors'  Magazine,  which 
appeared  (as  Vol.  4)  for  two  issues  in  June  and  September  1882.  In  1884  and 
1885  Mason  published  12  issues  of  Mason's  Monthly  Coin  Collectors'  Magazine 
and  Coin  Prices  Current.  These  publications  contained  biographies  and 
engraved  portraits  of  "eminent  numismatists  past  and  present,"  and  also 
engraved  exterior  views  of  various  US  mint  buildings. 

In  1886,  Mason  began  conducting  auctions  again.  His  periodicals, 
which  continued  under  the  same  name,  were  produced  irregularly,  with 
three  in  1890,  with  the  title  preceded  by  "New  Series."  The  December  1890 
issue  included  prices  of  100  lots  from  the  Parmelee  sale,  a buy/sell  chart 
offering  to  buy  and  sell  1793  chain  cents  at  $12  and  $20,  and  1794  dollars  at 
$80/$  120.  This  last  issue  apparently  signaled  the  end  of  Mason's  numismat- 
ic career  as  his  final  auction  had  been  conducted  six  months  earlier.9 
Complete  sets  of  his  periodicals  are  quite  rare  due  to  the  poor  quality  of  the 
paper  he  used,  the  duration  of  time  that  they  were  produced  and,  most 
importantly,  the  numerous  interruptions  in  their  production. 

Another  periodical  of  worthy  note  in  the  1860s  was  The  American  Stamp 
Mercury  and  Numismatist  edited  by  F.  Trifet  from  Boston.  It  began  in  1867  as 
The  American  Stamp  Mercury,  "Numismatist"  being  added  to  its  title  in  issue 

9 I he  last  issue  of  Mason's  periodical  was  actually  the  Vol.  14,  No.  1 issue  (1891),  though  the 
existence  of  this  issue  was  unknown  to  Bourne  and  Lowe  at  the  time  this  was  written. 
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21,  July  1869,  where  it  stayed  lor  a total  of  eleven  monthly  issues  until  the 
next  July. 

In  the  July  1869  issue,  the  editor  stated  the  reason  for  the  change: 

...  we  always  answered  that  two  magazines  on  the  former  sub- 
ject were  enough.  That  we  were  mistaken  our  Numismatic  friends 
will  at  once  see,  for  though  there  are  two  magazines  published  in 
this  country  devoted  to  the  collection  of  coins  [apparently],  the  edi- 
tor of  one  is  so  learned  and  the  articles  of  the  magazine  so  pro- 


PUPPLEMJLNT  TO  MASON'S  COIN  COLLECTORS’  HERA  IT).] 

ntAsoN’s 

f NUMISMATIC  V 

PnhIChed  V MASON  <V  CD,,  ! 4S  North  TreR  ?*f,,  Phi.ladoiphm,  Pa, 

Vo!.  1 OOTOBEE.  1880  Ho.B 


Ws&Mhgim-f  Se|g>  12,  !Ah9, 

Pear  &h"> — Aewpt  many tkaaksdnr  the 
:jg  Com  Colleotare'  Herald  and  also  ihr  the 
YCdior  and  Smith  Catalogue  awl  Had 
; emtfoaad  herewith,  two  dollar?* i«;  eorreney* 
to  pay  the  wkoie  fail  for  MetiikL  3*i 
;? ad  3m!  Yoh<)  Wit:!)  my  best  wisher  for 
the  mtmm  of  the  J/wxPd,  I am 
Yotn*  Bespeetfuily, 

J.  Wi lih 

^ Another  precinct  reports  and  dm  my  f« 


> 3 k 8.  CjK>n  a ekiaer  examination  with 

i ft  glass,  3 ftnd  font  points  hndeod  of  three, 

fOar  k?hsvrk>ef  having  kindly  forward- 
ad  f.ha  afore man tie Pod  dollar,  we  Had  it 
; exactly  aa  reprmeoted,  akd  shall  taka  dtr 
| eaeion  to  refer  to  the  nmtfor  with  an  <*X~ 
I planatha?  of  the  variety  u a MxitmmbvrM 
| f.ho  (hm  Chfisdlortt-  HtruM  after  consult- 
i toy  the  m i a t,  am h or  itiee  ,->•  tSdi  tor.  j 

: Mason  A Co, 

Gentlemen'; — Laokacd  dm!  ?1.00>  my 
enhaeAptioa  for  Val>  2nd.  of  the  /ProD. 


*<St,531  they  eomeE  and  the  eld  Meads  of  ; AfS’opt  tlnmks  lor  the  eatalogne  of  tin 
H MhspWb  G P»  magftame  era  enrolling  their 
mxxm  with  oneoneuymg  akarity,  Thanks, 

Ik-artloli  ihs«ikm-~~3uk ! or, J 

Mama  A.  Co. 

. Gent  htnmn  the  Sypimiiher  T?<ra$$ 
yon  make  referenee  to  the  right  feather 
defy  of  f he  i hi d Standard  dollar . In 

addition  to  this  aad  the  1 feather  variety 
1 have  another-  '.Hat  points  of  diPkeptk 
are  that  on  the  obverse  the  n m< I t»  in 
Unnm  are  differ?* at  from  the  «.em?d  style 
of  3e ttersn  The  reverse Is  irons;  a eraeked 
die,  end  the  eagle's  mil  looks  as  if  it  wore 
M*t?ded  to  ha  enmpoaed  of  30  featlmrs 
aevea  large  one**  and.  three  i if  tie  point* 


Pnrith  sate. 

; 3 have  an  excellent  half  dollar,  Ibdb 

< . • 

■:  wit??  0 nrnler  kite  bush 
Yoon*  Truly, 

Led  tt tty  A . N em« )' 

i f We  reagent  a late  ear  kind  Sett-ref,  of 
• an id  lung  syne,  oa  hie  good  look  la  oh- 
i netting  an  XHhh  half  dollar  '2)>J  must, 

; A.ttotl'etr  eotjjtiy  heard  from,  arid  gloeioaa 
I oid  Towajsda  etat  morn  «}>  i«>M,-  --hMitor,  | 

; Mason  C Co., 

Centloraon Yttns's  of  A ngae-t  2rd> 

; <tame  daly  tosny  ohitr,  I only  arrived  home 
from  r?ta ■namlmor  Taeoky  evening,  3 hnvo 


dio  no?  e-ottlng  Near,  hut  from  strery  np-  j dkdt  m 1.9-1  xh  taeh  agoara,  snttl 
of  ties  corn,  3 think  that  3 an)  Cheers  dais?  ElhC  It  it  ><f  tire  odga  >af 


10  WINTER  2004  * THE  ASYLUM 


found,  that  it  will  never  be  a popular  magazine,  though  it  should  be 
read  by  every  collector  who  takes  an  interest  in  his  collection.  The 
editor  of  the  other  has  the  misfortune  to  lack  what  his  brother  has 
too  much  of,  vis:  that  much  needed,  but  seldom  found  article,  com- 
mon sense.  We  have  often  wondered  whether  the  Timbrophilic  or 
the  numismatic  articles  in  its  columns  were  the  least  correct,  but 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  solve  this  problem. 

The  journal  went  out  of  business  in  March  1871  after  publishing  eight 
more  issues  for  a total  of  38. 10 

Thus,  the  decade  ended  with  the  AJN  and  Mason's  Coin  and  Stamp 
Collectors'  Magazine  being  the  only  two  ongoing  primarily  numismatic  peri- 
odicals. It  is  also  important  to  note  that  all  of  the  periodicals  for  the  decade 
were  from  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  1870s 

This  decade  found  a total  of  29  numismatic  periodicals  which  were  wor- 
thy of  note.  De  Kuriositi  Kabinet , the  first  noteworthy  periodical  of  the 
decade  was  also  one  of  the  most  fascinating  journals.  Published  in  "Nu 
York"  by  William  Brown,  its  first  11  monthly  issues  used  "phonetic"  English 
on  the  first  page  of  each  issue.  It  continued  until  the  next  "Ju'lai."  George 
Kolbe  noted,  "each  issue  offers  coins  and  stamps  for  sale,  comments  on  cur- 
rent auctions,  and  in  three  of  the  issues,  contains  a sales  listing  of  early  coin 
auctions  1828-1871.*  1 In  January  1873  he  resumed  the  periodical  under 
the  more  traditional  spelling  The  Curiosity'  Cabinet,  publishing  a total  of  32 
issues  at  irregular  intervals  until  1897.  Brown  noted  in  his  April  1877  issue 
that  he  began  in  business  in  1860  dealing  in  US  and  foreign  gold,  silver  and 
copper  coins,  as  well  as  medals  and  tokens. 

Apparently  the  first  journal  to  be  published  west  of  the  Mississippi  (and 
barely  west  at  that)  was  the  Coin  and  Stamp  Journal:  In  the  Interest  of 
Numismatics  ami  Philately  published  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  by  W.E. 
Winner  in  January  1875.  Its  Kansas  City  life  was  limited,  however.  In  July 
1876,  J.  J.  Casey  of  New  York  took  over  the  journal's  publication  which  con- 
tinued until  August  1877  for  a total  of  32  issues. 

Another  periodical  of  note  was  The  Numismatic  Pilot,  subtitled  To 
Ancient  Coins  and  Their  Uses,  produced  by  Robert  Morris  in  LaGrange, 
Kentucky,  in  November  1876.  This  newspaper-like  periodical  apparently  was 
the  first  in  the  United  States  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  study  of 
ancient  coinage.  However,  it  seems  to  have  only  run  for  four  issues  ending 
in  June  1877.  Additionally,  in  the  first  issue  Morris  noted  that  The 
Numismatic  Pilot  was  to  be  published  monthly  as  the  organ  of  The  American 
Association  of  Numismatists,  in  what  must  have  been  another  early  attempt, 
in  name  if  not  in  fact,  at  creating  a national  numismatic  organization. 

Another  interesting  development  involved  two  periodicals.  The 
Numismatic  Journal:  In  the  Interest  of  Coins  and  Curiosity  Collectors,  produced 
in  Boston  by  L.  S.  Drowne  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  ran  for  six 
monthly  issues  from  August  1877  to  January  1878.  It  began  with  a 
"Salutory"  giving  a brief,  serious  history  of  the  current  growth  of  coin  col- 
lecting in  America,  and  stating  the  intent  to  produce  a useful  periodical. 


10  Attinelli  (1870),  p.  103. 

1 1 George  F.  Kolbe,  l.ee/Champa  Auction  Sale,  June  28,  1981,  p.  85. 
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Also,  in  January  1878,  another  publication,  The  jersey  Coin  journal:  Devoted  to 
the  Interest  of  Coin  & Curiosity  Collectors  debuted.  Edited  by  Lewis  C.  Boysen 
in  Egg  Harbor,  New  Jersey,  it  ran  for  only  one  issue.  Perhaps  that  might  be 
attributed  to  Boysen's  "Prospectus"  having  been  taken  virtually  word  for 
word  from  Drowne's  "Salutory."  This  certainly  must  have  been  one  of  the 
earliest  and  boldest  examples  of  plagiarism  in  American  numismatic  jour- 
nalism. 

September  17,  1875  was  the  date  of  the  first,  and  only,  appearance  of 
The  Curiosity  Shop  and  Antiquary:  Published  in  the  Interests  of  American  Local 
Archaeology  and  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Lathes'  Fair  of  St.  Barnabas  Episcopal 
Church.  The  four  page  newspaper  from  Irvington,  New  York,  was  of  special 
importance  as  it  appears  to  be  the  first  publication  of  its  editor  Edouard 
Frossard,  who  wrote  of  his  belief  that  "however  much  engrossed  in  active 
business  our  best  citizens  may  be,  they  yet  find  time  and  occasion  to  culti- 
vate tastes  not  in  themselves  utilitarian,  and  that  among  these  tastes,  the 
study  of  American  antiquities  holds  a not  unimportant  position." 

Less  than  three  months  later,  on  December  1,  1875,  The  Coin  Collector's 
journal  ( CC) ) produced  by  J.  W.  Scott  and  Company  debuted  with  Frossard 
as  its  editor.  He  remained  in  this  position  for  the  13  issues  composing 
Volume  1.  David  Proskey  succeeded  him  as  editor  and  remained  there  for  the 
remaining  12  years  of  the  periodical.  Scott  and  Company,  which  had  estab- 
lished itself  in  philatelic  publications,  used  the  CCj  to  provide  information 
about  foreign  and  ancient  coinage.  However,  this  widely  distributed  nation- 
al periodical  also  provided  important  information  about  American  numis- 
matics including  serial  articles  about  American  tokens  and  medals  and 
accounts  of  the  current  numismatic  scene  including  auctions.  Beginning 
with  issue  48,  in  November  1879,  Proskey  began  a series  describing  in  detail, 
with  pertinent  factual  and  historical  information,  all  of  the  then  recognized 
varieties  of  large  cents  and  half  cents.  These  articles  formed  the  basis  of 
Doughty's  The  Cents  of  the  United  States  which  was  published  in  1890. 
Additionally,  with  Scott's  extensive  mailing  list  from  its  philatelic  sources, 
the  CCj  delivered  numismatic  information  throughout  North  America. 
Thus,  collectors  who  were  not  in  the  traditional  eastern  collecting  areas  were 
able  to  gain  access  to  the  American  numismatic  mainstream. 

After  Frossard  left  Scott,  he  began  to  produce  Numisma,  one  of  the  truly 
great  American  numismatic  periodicals.  This  classic  house  organ  was  issued 
from  January  1877  through  December  1891  in  ten  volumes  consisting  of  60 
numbers  in  59  issues  (one  issue  was  a combined  number)  totaling  502  pages. 
The  first  nine  volumes  were  issued  bi-monthly,  with  the  final  volume  pub- 
lished over  a five  year  period. 

George  Kolbe  wrote  the  following  about  Numisma: 

Frossard  opened  his  own  business  in  1877  and  initiated  his 
own  periodical,  Numisma.  This  latter,  undoubtedly  the  most  live- 
ly publication  of  its  kind,  provides  us  with  an  intimate  glimpse 
into  the  hobby  as  it  and  its  personalities  then  existed.  The  editor 
deals  out  praise  to  his  friends  but  doesn't  hesitate  to  hog  offend- 
ing competitors,  a list  of  which  includes  Scott,  Proskey  (he  of  the 
India  rubber  conscience),  Mason,  Steigerwalt,  Woodward  and  the 
Chapmans,  among  others.12 


12  George  F.  Kolbe,  Craig  Auction  Sale,  August  13,  1983,  lot  769. 
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Numisma  is  particularly  important  as  an  authoritative  record  of 
American  numismatics  from  1877  to  1891,  bridging  the  period  from  the 
ending  of  Attinelli's  Nwnisgraphics  to  the  earliest  years  of  The  Numismatist. 
Primarily  devoted  to  American  numismatics,  the  issues  also  included  topics 
on  ancient  and  foreign  coins  and  medals.  A few  specific  articles  were  "The 
Starred  Cent,  1794,"  a series  on  Sutlers'  checks,  "French  American  Colonial 
Coinage  of  1670,"  "French  American  Colonial  Jetons,"  "US  Pattern  Coins. 

1 heir  Illegal  Issue  and  Sale  and  the  Ineffectual  Efforts  of  Numismatists  to 
Check  It,"  and  "Early  Days  of  the  United  States  Mint." 

Further,  each  issue  contained  detailed  accounts  of  contemporary  auc- 
tion sales,  book  reviews,  "Numismatic  Gossip,"  correspondence,  proceedings 
of  some  numismatic  societies  and  fixed  price  offerings  of  coins.  Some  specif- 
ic matters  which  were  dealt  with  were  Frossard's  scathing  attack  on  the 
Chapmans'  Bushnell  sale,  discoveries  of  1804  dollars  and  new  varieties  of 
coins  and  the  questionable  practices  of  the  United  States  mint.  Far  from 
being  dry  reading,  many  of  Frossard's  biting  opinions  about  some  of  his 
contemporaries  today  would  be  considered  libelous.  He  did,  however,  have 
his  favorites:  Ed  Cogan,  S.K.  Harzfeld  and  William  Strobridge.  Complete  sets 
of  Numisma  are  quite  rare.  We  (Myron  and  1)  estimate  no  more  than  10 
complete  original  sets  exist.  In  1983  Bourne  reprinted  100  copies  of  this  leg- 
endary publication,  31  of  which  The  Money  Tree  had  bound  in  brown  cloth 
and  sold  in  1990. 

The  last  significant  entry  for  the  decade  was  Charles  Steigerwalt's  The 
Coin  Journal.  Steigerwalt  produced  perhaps  14  numbers  of  this  periodical 
between  April  1878  and  July  1882.  Among  the  useful  articles  are  one  on  half 
cents  and  the  1794  starred  reverse  cent.  Apparently  his  rare  1884  book 
Steigerwalt's  Illustrated  History  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins  was  a com- 
pilation of  articles  from  The  Coin  Journal.  He  produced  three  other  periodi- 
cals through  1909:  Steigerwalt's  Coin  Journal,  Numismatic  News  and  The 
Curio.  The  periodicals  featured  valuable  numismatic  information,  offers  of 
coins  at  fixed  prices  and  discussion  of  the  numismatic  scene.  Because 
Steigerwalt  lived  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  considered  at  the  time  to  be  far 
from  the  eastern  concentration  of  the  hobby,  most  of  his  periodicals  were 
distributed  throughout  the  country  as  he  attempted  to  cultivate  a much 
wider  mail  order  market  than  the  eastern  coin  dealers.  That,  along  with  his 
having  produced  periodicals  irregularly  over  twenty  years,  has  made  the  task 
of  collecting  his  periodicals  quite  challenging. 

It  is  also  appropriate  to  note  that  in  1872  the  Antiquarian  and  Numis- 
matic Society  of  Montreal  began  producing  The  Canadian  Antiquarian  and 
Numismatic  Journal.  Although  this  publication  was  obviously  not  a United 
States  periodical,  the  growth  and  expansion  of  US  numismatics  did  not  stop 
at  the  Canadian  border.  The  Canadian  Antiquarian,  which  featured  much  sig- 
nificant research  on  early  Canadian  and  North  American  numismatics,  con- 
tinued through  1933,  although  there  were  significant  interruptions  in  its 
publication  schedule. 

The  1870s  found  the  numismatic  periodical  establishing  itself  as  an 
important,  indispensable  component  of  numismatics  largely  because  of  the 
influence  and  success  of  three  of  them.  The  AJN  continued  its  growth.  The 
introduction  of  Scott's  Coin  Collector's  Journal  helped  numismatics  to  reach  a 
national  audience.  The  lively  writing  and  scholarship  of  Frossard's  Numisma 
raised  the  numismatic  periodical  to  a higher  level.  It  is  noteworthy  that  each 
of  these  journals  was  exclusively  about  numismatics,  unlike  the  earlier  years 
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when  numismatics  was  merely  a part  of  philatelic  periodicals. 

The  1880s 

With  interest  in  numismatics  expanding  throughout  the  country  in  the 
previous  decade  largely  because  of  the  influence  of  numismatic  and  philatel- 
ic/numismatic periodicals,  one  of  the  effects  was  the  proliferation  of  new 
periodicals.  Of  note  is  that  many  started  in  regions  that  formerly  had  no 
concentration  of  numismatic  activity.  It  is  also  important  to  note  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  new  periodicals  were  quite  short-lived.  However,  their 
general  lack  of  success  notwithstanding,  the  periodicals  do  provide  a record 
of  how  extensively  numismatics  was  expanding  throughout  the  country. 

For  example,  three  periodicals  were  produced  in  Ohio:  R.  W.  Mercer's 
The  Collector's  Guide  from  Cincinnati  in  July  1881,  Will  Clemens's  The  Old 
Curiosity  Shop  in  Cleveland  (which  ran  for  57  issues  between  December  1882 
and  1890),  and  The  Curiosity  Collector  from  Oberlin,  which  only  lased  for 
three  numbers  between  February  and  May  1883. 

Not  only  were  periodicals  being  started  in  many  new  states,  but  it  is  also 
interesting  to  note  how  many  of  them  started  in  small  towns,  not  unlike 
today's  Coin  World  from  Sidney,  Ohio,  and  Numismatic  News  and  the  other 
Krause  periodicals  from  lola,  Wisconsin.  For  example,  The  Amateur's  Journal 
started  in  Mechanic  Falls,  Maine;  The  Granite  Falls  Philatelist:  Devoted  to 
Stamps , Coins  and  Curiosities  from  Lake  Village,  New  Hampshire;  The 
Nashville  Coin  News  and  The  Southern  Collector  both  of  Nashville,  Tennessee; 
Crayton's  Occasional  of  Anderson,  South  Carolina;  The  Exchange  from  Adrian, 
Michigan;  The  (Chariton)  Gazette  from  Chariton,  Iowa;  The  Collector's  Bi- 
Monthly  from  Manchester,  Michigan;  The  Southern  Collector,  later  The 
Alabama  Collector,  from  Tuskegee,  Alabama;  The  Hawkeye  State  Collector  from 
Wyoming,  Iowa;  One  Dime  from  Salem,  Indiana;  The  Kentucky  Stamp 
Magazine  from  Covington,  Kentucky;  and  of  particular  note,  The  Golden  State 
Scientist:  A Monthly  Journal  Devoted  to  Zoology,  Geolog y,  Archaeology,  Botony, 
Numismatics,  and  Philately,  produced  in  Riverside,  California.  Although  the 
October  1886  issue  was  the  only  one  produced,  it  apparently  was  the  first 
periodical  dealing  with  numismatics  to  be  published  in  California.  Also, 
numerous  other  periodicals  were  started  in  upstate  New  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey. 

The  successful  periodicals  in  the  decade  were  still  the  AJN,  Scott's  Coin 
Collector's  Journal  (which  ended  in  1887),  Frossard's  Numisma  and  Mason's 
and  Steigerwalt's  publications.  However,  despite  there  being  over  50  periodi- 
cals which  were  created  in  the  1880s,  only  one  which  started  in  that  decade 
continued  for  any  appreciable  length  of  time. 

The  one  publication  which  debuted  in  the  decade  that  achieved  signifi- 
cant longevity  originated  in  the  unlikely  hamlet  of  Monroe,  Michigan, 
where  a local  doctor  decided  to  start  a modest  numismatic  monthly.  Dr. 
George  Francis  Heath  produced  on  a hand  press  approximately  200  copies  of 
a six  by  eight  inch,  four  page  leaflet  called  The  American  Numismatist  with 
the  first  issue  dated  September-October  1888.  In  the  February  1891  issue  Dr. 
Heath  asked  a question  whose  answer  soon  afterward  significantly  and  posi- 
tively altered  the  development  of  American  numismatics:  "What's  the  mat- 
ter with  having  an  American  Numismatic  Association?" 

With  the  second  issue  American  was  dropped  from  the  title,  apparently 
because  Dr.  Heath  learned  about  an  earlier  periodical  with  the  same  name. 
Between  September  1886  and  December  1887,  Charles  E.  Leal  of  Paterson, 
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New  Jersey,  had  published  12  issues  of  a magazine  also  called  The  American 
Numismatist. 

Also  of  note  was  the  appearance  of  a periodical  called  Plain  Talk  for  Boys 
& Girls  at  School  and  Home:  It  Speaks  for  Itself  with  the  first  issue  dated  April 
15,  1885.  Plain  Talk  continued  for  84  issues  in  11  volumes  until  October 
1892.  Soon  after  Heath  proposed  the  creation  of  an  American  Numismatic 
Association,  Charles  Tatman,  the  editor  of  the  numismatic  section  of  Plain 
Talk , began  corresponding  with  Heath  about  the  actual  creation  of  an 
American  Numismatic  Association,  which  would  be  formed  at  a meeting  in 
Chicago  in  October  1891.  The  significance  of  Plain  Talk  is  that  it,  and  not 
The  Numismatist,  was  initially  named  to  be  the  official  organ  of  the  ANA,  an 
honor  which  it  held  for  only  one  year. 

It  also  must  be  emphasized  that  The  Numismatist  did  not  become  the 
property  of  the  ANA  immediately.  Heath  owned  the  magazine  until  his 
death  on  June  15,  1908.  Soon  afterward,  Farran  Zerbe,  with  the  approval  of 
the  ANA  Board  of  Governors,  personally  purchased  the  magazine  from 
Heath's  estate.  Finally,  at  the  1910  ANA  convention  in  New  York,  the 
Association  voted  to  acquire  The  Numismatist  from  Zerbe.  It  is  ironic  that  a 
Canadian,  W.  W.  C.  Wilson  of  Montreal,  purchased  the  magazine  which  he 
donated  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Today,  a completely  orig- 
inal set  of  The  Numismatist,  of  which  perhaps  20  are  known,  is  generally 
considered  to  be  the  centerpiece  of  a truly  prestigious  library  of  American 
numismatic  literature. 

By  the  end  of  1891,  Scott's  Coin  Collector's  Journal,  Frossard's  Numisma 
and  Mason's  periodicals  all  had  ceased  publication.  Steigerwalt's  magazines 
continued  to  appear  sporadically  under  various  names.  The  Canadian 
Antiquarian  was  continuing,  however  with  significantly  decreased  attention 
focusing  on  numismatics.  Therefore,  the  next  decade  began  with  only  two 
numismatic  periodicals  still  being  regularly  published  in  the  United  States: 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  and  The  Numismatist. 

The  1890s 

The  1890s  found  little  new  occurring  with  numismatic  periodicals.  In 
fact,  while  during  the  1880s  over  50  periodicals  were  introduced  that  had  at 
least  some  involvement  with  numismatics,  barely  one  third  as  many  new 
titles  were  introduced  this  decade.  Additionally,  none  were  of  real  signifi- 
cance or  substance.  This  is  probably  true  for  three  different  reasons.  First, 
The  Numismatist  and  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  had  become  truly 
national  periodicals.  Thus,  there  was  no  longer  a real  need  for  the  small, 
regional  periodical.  Second,  The  Numismatist  carried  advertising  which 
reached  a national  audience.  Consequently,  it  made  much  more  sense  to 
advertise  in  The  Numismatist  than  to  go  through  the  time,  trouble  and 
expense  of  starting  a new  periodical.  Finally,  and  perhaps  most  important, 
the  contributors  to  The  Numismatist  and  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
tended  to  be  the  leading  and  the  most  authoritative  numismatists  of  the 
day.  In  comparison,  other  periodicals  found  themselves  with  little  to  offer. 

One  short  lived  periodical  of  note  was  The  Coin  & Stamp:  Devoted 
Exclusively  to  Numismatics  and  Philately,  produced  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  by 
Dr.  J.B.  Breeding.  Despite  its  lifespan  of  only  two  issues  — January  and 
February  1892  — it  represents  the  first  magazine  dealing  with  numismatics 
to  be  published  in  Texas. 

Also  of  note  was  The  Coin  Collector's  Journal:  A Monthly  Journal  for  Coin 
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and  Stamp  Collectors,  of  which  nine  issues  were  produced  in  Middlebury, 
Connecticut,  between  January  1892  and  April  1893.  Of  significance  was  the 
way  in  which  t lie  editor  thought  to  list  himself  on  the  cover  — "edited  by 
C.H.  Trask.  Member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association."  Trask  was 
probably  one  of  the  first  members  to  use  his  ANA  membership  to  add  to  his 
credibility. 

Finally,  Steigerwalt  made  a significant  change  in  his  approach  to  his 
periodical.  He  had  resumed  producing  a publication  for  the  first  time  in  11 
years,  introducing  Numismatic  News  in  March  1895.  In  newspaper  format, 
the  first  issue  included  observations  about  the  auction  scene,  a correction 
indicating  that  only  two  and  not  three  "Strawberry  Leaf"  1793  cents  were 
known,  and  a recommendation  to  purchase  The  Numismatist.  However, 
apparently  only  three  issues  were  produced  through  September  1895.  With 
the  last  issue  in  February  1896  being  a four  page  "Cheap  Price  List,"  for  all 
intents  and  purposes,  Steigerwalt  abandoned  the  periodical  form  and  chose 
to  concentrate  on  producing  fixed  price  lists. 

The  1900s 

The  1900s  were  quite  significant  because  two  giants  made  tbeir  first 
appearances  on  the  numismatic  scene  — Thomas  Lindsay  Elder  and  B.  Max 
Mehl.  Additionally,  while  both  were  known  primarily  for  their  commercial 
successes,  both  also  produced  significant  numismatic  periodicals. 

Elder  produced  his  first  magazine,  The  Elder  Monthly , Devoted  to  Things 
Numismatic  Archaeologic,  Philatelic,  Historic,  Antique,  etc.,  in  March  1906, 
three  years  after  conducting  his  first  auction.  Nineteen  issues  were  produced 
over  the  next  two  years.  Afterwards,  Elder  continued  with  two  other  periodi- 
cals — the  Numismatic  Philistine  in  1909  and  the  Elder  Magazine  in  1910. 
Elder  was  quite  knowledgeable  and  most  outspoken.  The  magazine  featured 
numismatic  news  of  the  day  with  Elder's  pointed  observations,  articles 
about  numismatic  and  antiquarian  matters  by  Elder  and  others,  proceedings 
of  numismatic  societies,  classified  and  display  ads,  and  Elder's  legendary  list 
of  "Historic  Coin  Collectors"  - "The  following  worthies  have  'passed  into 
history'  as  having  in  one  way  or  another  acted  unfairly  with  coin  cata- 
loguers and  dealers." 

Meld's  Numismatic  Monthly  is  arguably  the  most  under-appreciated  peri- 
odical in  American  numismatic  history.  It  was  published  from  1908  to  1919 
in  ten  volumes.  Mehl  suspended  publication  after  the  December  1911  issue 
because  he  planned  to  move  his  business  to  New  York  from  San  Antonio  "to 
attain  the  success  which  1 have  every  cause  to  believe  my  efforts  deserve." 
However,  he  soon  returned  to  San  Antonio,  apparently  without  having 
operated  in  New  York  at  all.  The  Monthly  resumed  publication  with  the 
January  1914  issue.  Kolbe  wrote  of  the  publication:  "an  underrated  source  of 
information,  the  Monthly  is  especially  rich  with  word  sketches  of  turn  of  the 
century  American  numismatics  often  accompanied  by  individual  or  group 
photos."13  The  magazine  featured  important  articles  by  prominent  numis- 
matists about  all  aspects  of  numismatics,  emphasizing  American  coinage.  A 
special  feature  was  that  each  year  after  the  ANA,  the  magazine  offered  a 
detailed  and  most  entertaining  account  of  the  convention.  Perhaps  people 
have  falsely  assumed  that  Meld's  Numismatic  Monthly  was  exclusively  one 
more  example  of  Mehl's  penchant  for  self-promotion.  However,  this  periodi- 
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A current,  rawer  has  it  that  «:e  are  to  Last  new  designs  made  for 
our  own  coins,  mad  that  the  gold  coinage,  the  Vast  useful,  will  he  the 
Srst  to  he  redesigned.  While  the  present  coinage  may  he  mechanically 
and  eoinnierd&Uy  perfect,  it  falls  Mow  the  English  and  French  types 
in  point  of  artistic  merit.  In  fact,  it  barely  «|eels  the  work  m.  corns 
of  Kaaiehnmeha,  king  of  Hawaii,  while  it.  is  vastly  inferior  to  the 
coinage  of  Mcnelik,  Megus  of  Abyssinia, 

The  Philadelphia  mint  will,  at  an  early  date,  begin  the  coinage  of 
40(1, IKK)  ten  peso  gold  coins  for  the  Mexican  government.  These,  with 
several  orders  from  other  South  American  countries,  executed  ia  the 
past,  attest  the  good  reputation  of  the  mechanical  work  at  the  mint. 
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cal  compared  quite  favorably  with  the  AjN  and  The  Numismatist  as  the  best 
numismatic  periodical  of  the  time.  It  must  also  he  emphasized  that  Mehl 
was  the  first  major  numismatic  figure  outside  of  the  major  commercial  cen- 
ters to  achieve  great  success  over  an  extended  period  of  time. 

Finally,  a small  periodical  of  the  time  deserves  some  comment.  The 
Universal  Exchange  Magazine  was  produced  in  Belvidere,  Illinois,  in  four 
issues  between  December  1904  and  March  1905  by  George  A.  Russ.  The  sig- 
nificant feature  of  this  modest  magazine  was  that  included  in  its  third  issue 
was  a photograph  of  the  delegates  to  the  1904  ANA  convention  is  St.  Louis. 

The  1910s 

In  this  decade,  only  five  new  periodicals  appeared.  And  only  one  of 
them  was  truly  significant.  The  Coin  ami  Medal  Bulletin,  produced  by  Edgar 
Adams  and  Wayte  Raymond,  ran  for  11  issues  between  April  1916  and 
March  1917.  It  was  a monthly  except  for  the  July-August  1916  combined 
issue.  The  first  issue  was  introduced  with  the  following  statement 

A Purely  American  Numismatic  Magazine 

The  need  of  a monthly  numismatic  publication  that  would 
deal  with  coins,  medals  and  tokens  which  have  been  issued  in 
North  and  South  America  has  been  felt  for  a long  time. 

Numerous  publications  bearing  upon  various  phases  of 
American  numismatics  have  been  issued,  yet  there  remain  many 
series  of  coins  that  have  never  been  mentioned  at  all,  or,  if  so, 
only  in  the  most  meager  manner.  Oftentimes  in  the  publications 
cited  above  references  have  been  made  to  certain  pieces,  but  the 
proper  illustrations  have  been  lacking. 

The  aim  of  the  publishers  will  be  to  supply  these  deficien- 
cies, so  far  as  practicable,  and  to  issue  articles,  properly  illustrat- 
ed, in  a manner  complete  enough  to  be  of  numismatic  value. 

Special  features  included  a profusely  illustrated,  detailed  checklist  of 
Civil  War  tradesmen's  tokens  of  Ohio,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan;  coins  from 
both  Raymond's  United  States  Coin  Co.  and  from  Adams  for  sale  at  fixed 
prices;  articles  about  Latin  American  coinage;  and  "A  Descriptive  List  of  Die 
Varieties  of  US  Silver  Coinage." 

The  March  1917  issue  began  with  the  announcement: 

The  Coin  & Medal  Bulletin  Discontinued 

We  had  hoped  ...  that  there  would  be  a need  for  a publica- 
tion which  would  be  ...  strictly  devoted  to  numismatic  subjects, 
and  particularly  those  associated  with  the  countries  of  the 
Western  hemisphere.  We  must  confess  that  the  support  we  have 
received  has  not  been  so  extensive  as  we  would  have  liked  and 
which  would  have  made  possible  the  continuance  of  our  publi- 
cation by  defraying  at  least  a proportion  of  the  expense 
involved. 

We  are  by  no  means  discouraged,  however,  and  the  Bulletin 
will  reappear,  we  hope,  at  a date  not  very  distant  when  condi- 
tions will  be  more  favorable. 

The  lack  of  support  to  which  Adams  and  Raymond  referred  can  be 
attested  to  by  the  scarcity  of  even  individual  issues  of  this  periodical,  much 
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less  the  significant  rarity  of  complete  sets.  That  two  such  prominent  and 
experienced  numismatists  were  unable  to  make  a success  of  their  worthy 
periodical  is  a good  barometer  of  why  there  were  so  few  journals  started  dur- 
ing the  teens. 

Another  of  the  decade's  periodicals  deserves  mentioning.  The  Collector's 
Blue  Book:  A Monthly  Illustrated  Magazine  for  Collectors  consisted  of  13  month- 
ly issues  which  began  in  December  1913.  The  May  1914  issue  indicated  that 
it  was  the  official  organ  of  the  American  Society  of  Coin  Collectors,  one 
more  ill-fated  attempt  to  create  another  national  numismatic  organization. 

The  paucity  of  new  periodicals  can  also  be  attributed  to  the  effects  of 
the  First  World  War,  despite  the  United  States'  having  entered  the  conflict 
so  late.  One  must  expect  that  the  war  put  a damper  on  numismatics,  among 
other  activities,  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  Second  World  War  would. 

The  1920s 

Few  periodicals  dealing  with  numismatics  were  initiated  during  the 
1920s.  Thomas  Elder  attempted  two  new  journals,  neither  of  which  proved 
successful:  The  Ancient  Arts  which  dealt  with  coins,  glass  and  antiquities,  of 
which  only  one  issue  is  know;  and  The  Collector's  Notes  which  was  issued 
occasionally  in  1926  and  1927.  Bourne  lists  six  issues,  of  which  three  were 
included  at  the  rear  of  Elder  auction  catalogues. 

Between  1922  and  1933,  Mehl  produced  Mehl's  Coin  Circular.  Although 
this  small  publication  was  primarily  a glorified  fixed  price  list,  occasional 
articles  were  included  which  generally  dealt  with  Mehl's  observations,  pur- 
chases and  travels.  Thirteen  issues  were  produced  between  1922  and  1928. 
After  a four  year  interruption,  two  more  issues  were  produced,  one  in  1932 
and  the  last  in  1933. 

In  the  mid-1920s,  Wayte  Raymond  began  a new  periodical,  the  Coin  and 
Medal  Bulletin:  The  New  Series.  Although  the  February  1925  issue  was  listed  as 
number  eight,  we  have  no  evidence  of  how  many  issues  were  actually 
released.  Little  is  known  about  the  periodical.  Bourne  can  only  count  two 
issues,  It  would  seem  that  Raymond's  second  attempt  at  creating  a periodi- 
cal was  also  commercially  unsuccessful,  although  he  would  soon  find  great 
success  with  this  medium. 

Another  important,  but  scarce,  periodical  of  the  era  was  Guttag's  Coin 
Bulletin  which  lasted  for  14  issues  in  1928  and  1929.  The  first  issue  (March 
1928)  was  listed  as  Volume  6,  Number  1,  but  there  were  no  earlier  issues. 
Apparently  the  Guttag  brothers  considered  their  prior  mailings  and  circulars 
to  be  the  first  five  volumes  in  their  numbering  system. 

Usually  about  half  of  each  issue  consisted  of  several  illustrated  articles 
about  various  aspects  of  numismatics,  with  the  remaining  half  being  a fixed 
price  list  of  coins,  medals  and/or  tokens.  The  articles  covered  ancient,  mod- 
ern European,  Latin  American  and  United  States  coinages,  and  included  var- 
ious short  sections  about  interesting  numismatic  miscellany. 

In  December  1929  they  released  their  last  issue,  in  which  they 
announced,  "with  the  growth  of  other  departments  of  our  business  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  give  the  preparation  of  material  for  the  Bulletin  the  atten- 
tion it  merits."  They  also  announced  that  they  were  erecting  their  own 
building  which  they  were  planning  on  moving  into  about  March  1930. 
With  their  intended  reorganization  they  were  going  to  suspend  most  of  the 
activities  of  their  coin  department  except  for  especially  rare  and  expensive 
coins.  Instead,  they  were  going  to  "specialize  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
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bank  and  security  stocks  and  other  unlisted  securities."  In  view  of  the  tim- 
ing, it  was  a rather  unfortunate  decision  as  Guttag  Brothers  suffered  severe 
financial  reverses. 

Finally,  in  1924  the  American  Numismatic  Society  ceased  publishing 
the  AJN.  Instead  they  decided  to  concentrate  on  the  Numismatic  Notes  and 
Monographs  series  which  they  began  in  1921.  Thus,  by  the  end  of  the 
decade,  The  Numismatist  had  become  the  only  significant  national  numis- 
matic periodical  still  publishing. 


The  1930s 

Clearly  the  Great  Depression  crippled  numismatics  in  the  first  half  of 
the  thirties.  Long  time  dealers  dropped  out  of  the  market.  Advertisers  severe- 
ly cut  back  the  quantity  of  their  advertising  in  The  Numismatist.  Few  of 
Thomas  Elder's  auction  sales  had  the  importance  and  quality  of  his  earlier 
efforts.  Max  Mehl  only  conducted  12  auctions  between  1931  and  1939. 

In  the  first  five  years  of  the  decade  only  six  new  periodicals  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  numismatics  began.  With  the  exception  of  Wayte 
Raymond's  The  Coin  Collector's  journal,  only  The  Old  Coin  News  produced  by 
the  Star  Company  in  New  York  City  lasted  even  one  year.  As  the  depression 
affected  all  other  aspects  of  numismatics,  common  sense  dictated  that 
beginning  a numismatic  periodical  would  not  be  a wise  entrepreneurial 
decision. 

However,  commencing  in  1934  the  issuance  of  commemorative  coins  in 
the  last  half  of  the  decade  revitalized  the  hobby,  largely  through  people  who 
previously  had  not  been  involved  with  coin  collecting.  Also,  in  1936  atten- 
tion was  refocused  on  numismatics  with  the  mint's  resuming  production  of 
proof  sets.  Through  the  end  of  1934,  the  ANA  had  assigned  membership 
numbers  through  4,600  with  about  200  new  members  a year  having  joined 
since  1900.  However,  by  January  1939  membership  number  7,209  had 
already  been  assigned  (to  A1  C.  Overton),  a 50%  increase  in  only  four  years. 

The  numismatic  revitalization  saw  two  significant  entries  to  the  periodi- 
cal field:  The  Coin  Collector's  journal  (CC/)  produced  by  Raymond  in  New 
York  and  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  published  by  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  Jr. 
in  Chicago. 

April  1934  saw  the  first  issue  of  the  new  CCf  published  by  Scott  Stamp 
and  Coin,  and  edited  by  Raymond,  who  took  over  as  publisher  in  1939. 
Beginning  in  1940  the  CCj  truly  became  a periodical  rather  than  a quasi- 
house organ.  The  journal  ran  through  1951  in  18  volumes  consisting  of  139 
numbered  issues.  Issued  bi-monthly  from  1952  to  1954,  a series  of  17  special 
monographs  were  produced,  each  devoted  to  a single  topic.  Finally,  two 
other  monographs  were  produced  in  1958,  bringing  the  CCJ  to  an  end  with 
160  numbers  in  158  issues.  This  important  journal  is  vastly  underappreciat- 
ed. 

The  Coin  Collector's  journal  contained  illustrated  articles  by  prominent 
numismatists:  Edgar  Adams  on  early  mint  issues,  Edward  Newell  on  ancient 
coins,  Raymond  on  Latin  American  and  on  store  cards.  Howland  Wood  and 
David  Cassell  Wismer  made  appearances,  as  did  John  Ford,  writing  on 
authenticating  colonials  and  on  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  North  America. 
Phares  Sigler's  series  on  colonials  was  published  in  the  CCJ,  as  was  material 
on  J.  P.  Morgan's  collection  of  ancient  Greek  coinage.  Also  included  were 
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features  on  coinages  of  various  foreign  countries  which  later  were  incorpo- 
rated into  Raymond's  Coins  of  the  World  reference  books.  Clapp's  important 
1941  monograph  United  States  Cents:  1804-1814  first  appeared  as  an  article 
in  the  December  1934  issue.  There  were  also  several  supplements  produced 
which  contained  lists  of  coins  and  currency  for  sale.  The  supplements  are 
quite  scarce. 

Also,  between  February  1936  and  October  1940,  Raymond  produced  16 
issues  of  Coin  Topics , which  might  be  more  accurately  described  as  a house 
organ:  "It  is  our  purpose  to  make  it  more  than  a 'price  list.'  We  are  going  to 
tell  stories  and  incidents  connected  with  the  many  interesting  coins  you 
may  have,  or  wish  to  have,  in  your  collection....  We  would  appreciate  know- 
ing your  opinion  of  our  form  of  advertising." 

The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  debuted  with  the  January  1935 
issue,  which  consisted  of  eight  pages,  four  by  five  inches  in  size.  Only  200 
copies  of  the  first  issue  were  produced.  In  the  January  1960  issue  of  the  mag- 
azine, Hewitt  looked  back  on  its  first  25  issues.  He  noted  that  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  was  "the  first  independent  English  language  numis- 
matic periodical  to  reach  its  silver  anniversary."  In  fact,  it  would  continue 
for  a total  480  issues  through  February  1976.  Hewitt  mentioned  that  the 
original  idea  behind  the  magazine  was  for  it  actually  to  be  a "'scrapbook'  — 
to  reprint  pertinent  portions  of  rare  and  out-of-print  books  together  with  a 
digest  of  current  numismatic  news."  For  example,  the  first  volume,  which 
consisted  of  six  issues,  contained  reprinted  sections  of  Doughty's  The  Cents 
of  the  United  States. 

In  the  same  1960  issue,  Hewitt  succinctly  described  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook:  "It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  to 
publish  numerous  articles  which  have  since  become  standard  references  on 
the  subjects  covered."  Significant  classic  articles  written  by  prominent 
numismatists  graced  its  pages  over  its  40  year  lifetime:  Walter  Breen  on  just 
about  everything,  R.  S.  Yeoman  on  colonials,  the  Fulds  on  storecards  and 
tokens,  R.  W.  Julian  on  early  American  coinage  and  the  United  States  mint 
and  John  Muscalus  on  paper  money,  among  many  others.  Some  of  the  other 
prominent  writers  whose  works  appeared  were  John  Davenport,  Eric 
Newman,  Arlie  Slabaugh,  Sheldon  Carroll,  Lynn  Glaser,  Maurice  Gould,  and 
Cornelius  Vermeule.  Also,  regular  feature  columns  were  written  by  Ted 
Schwarz,  Tom  De  Lorey  and  Hank  Spangenberger.  Many  of  the  articles  were 
later  published  separately  in  the  tan  card  covered  Hewitt's  Numismatic 
Information  Series. 

However,  Numismatic  Scrapbook's  special  importance  was  its  serving  as 
the  national  numismatic  advertising  medium.  Hewitt  recalled  that  the 
Scrapbook  "began  to  be  known  as  the  Wall  Street  journal  of  the  coin  trade." 
Although  most  issues  rarely  exceeded  40  pages  of  text,  it  was  not  unusual  for 
the  issues  through  the  1950s  and  1960s  to  have  well  over  150  pages,  with 
the  largest  and  most  prestigious  dealers  having  multi-page  ads  offering 
grand  rarities  and  also  containing  the  smallest  classified  ads  of  private  col- 
lectors offering  the  most  humble  coins. 

One  must  realize  that  50  years  ago  many  collectors  lived  in  areas  which 
did  not  have  a front-line  local  coin  dealer  or  coin  club,  and  thus  were  isolat- 
ed from  general  numismatic  activity.  Also,  one  must  remember  that  coin 
shows  were  virtually  unknown;  coin  conventions  were  fewer,  far  less  accessi- 
ble, and  in  most  cases  total  attendance  was  quite  small.  For  many,  the  win- 
dow to  the  numismatic  world  was  the  monthly  arrival  of  the  Numismatic 
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Scrapbook  Magazine.  This  publication  let  the  collector  order  the  rare  coins  to 
which  he  would  otherwise  not  have  access.  It  also  let  buyers  comparison 
shop  for  those  commemoratives,  proof  and  mint  sets,  rolls  and  double  date 
cents. 

The  1940s 

One  of  the  most  important  numismatic  periodicals  to  debut  in  the 
1940s  was  the  Numismatic  Review,  which  was  produced  by  Stack's  in  New 
York.  Sixteen  numbers  in  14  issues  were  published  with  dates  between  June 
1943  and  April-October  1947.  However,  these  dates  did  not  correspond  to 
the  actual  release  dates.  The  first  issue  listed  Thomas  Ollive  Mabbott  as  the 
editor  and  Hans  Holzer  as  the  assistant  editor.  In  1945  Cornelius  Vermeule 
was  listed  as  an  assistant  editor.  By  1947  Frederick  Knobloch  was  the  assis- 
tant editor  with  Harry  Stein  as  the  associate  editor.  Its  purpose  was  stated  in 
the  first  issue: 


The  Numismatic  Review  will  endeavor  to  supply  a long  felt 
need  of  American  numismatists,  providing  a channel  for  the 
publication  of  serious  and  authoritative  articles  by  specialists  in 
every  field.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  rival  or  supplant  other  peri- 
odicals, but  ...  to  devote  our  pages  mainly  to  what  other  periodi- 
cals at  present  either  do  not  cover,  or  cover  only  incidentally.  In 
some  senses,  it  is  hoped  to  revive  some  of  the  virtues  of  the  old 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics. 

The  Review  was  rather  equally  divided  among  ancient,  world  and  US 
coins  and  medals.  Among  the  prominent  contributors  on  American  numis- 
matica  were  Howard  Newcomb  on  half  dime  varieties,  Howard  Kurth  on  the 
Auctori  Plebis  coppers,  Mabbott  on  all  facets  of  coinage  including  varieties 
of  1795  eagles,  Joseph  Stack  on  a history  of  counterfeiting,  Lenox  Lohr  on 
US  copper  patterns  of  the  1820s,  John  Richardson  on  varieties  of 
Connecticut  cents,  a long  unsigned  article  about  "Double  Eagles  of  1933: 
Not  Lawful  Coin"  and  "Untraced  Curiosities  in  the  American  Colonial 
Series,"  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Other  contributors  included  Carl  Wurtzbach  and 
Howard  Gibbs.  In  addition  to  the  scholarly  articles,  there  were  book  reviews, 
correspondence  and  observations  of  the  numismatic  scene. 

Finally,  the  April  1947  issue  contained  a "Valedictory"  in  which 
Mabbott  wrote,  "After  much  consideration,  it  has  been  decided  to  suspend 
publication."  Mabbott's  farewell  was  dated  December  16,  1948,  which 
reflected  the  Review's  irregular  publishing  schedule. 

The  Numismatic  Review,  which  since  its  demise  has  been  referred  to  by 
many  as  being  ahead  of  its  time,  is  generally  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  American  numismatic  periodicals  ever. 

The  Essay  Proof  Journal:  The  Official  Journal  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society,  was 
introduced  with  the  January  1944  issue.  Recently,  the  Society  announced 
that  its  publication  would  cease  with  the  completion  of  its  fiftieth  year.  Its 
stated  purpose  was  "the  promotion  of  collecting  and  study  of  the  essays  and 
proofs  of  stamps  and  paper  money."  While  its  primary  contents  have  always 
been  devoted  to  philately,  the  journal  has  still  been  the  source  of  many 
important  articles  on  US  paper  money  and  bank  note  engravers.  The  pro- 
fusely illustrated  glossy  quarterly  consists  of  feature  and  serial  articles,  book 
reviews,  proceedings  and  advertising  from  prominent  philatelic  dealers. 
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Complete  sets  of  the  journal  are  quite  rare,  bringing  heavy  attention  and 
strong  prices  whenever  one  should  be  offered. 

Another  periodical  worthy  of  comment  was  Frank  Causey  Wilson's 
Monthly  Coin  Bulletin,  for  which  Bourne  lists  12  monthly  issues  from  April 
1945  to  March  1946.  It  consisted  primarily  of  display  ads  for  many  mail 
order  dealers,  including  Raymond,  Federal  Coin  Exchange,  Kenneth  Lee, 
Clint  Hester,  M.  Powills  and  others  not  so  prominent.  Its  special  feature  was 
that  each  issue  contained  a biography  of  a different  numismatist,  such  as 
Lee,  Frank  Katen,  Hans  Schulman,  and  also  of  Whitman  Publishing.  Even 
individual  issues  of  this  Chicago  based  periodical  have  become  scarce. 

Thus,  as  America  moved  into  the  fifties,  the  primary  numismatic  peri- 
odical was  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  followed  by  The  Numismatist  and  the 
Coin  Collector's  Journal.  The  other  numismatic  periodicals  of  the  period  were 
either  short-lived,  undistinguished,  or  primarily  advertising  mediums.14 

The  1950s 

This  decade  saw  the  development  of  two  trends.  First,  the  groundwork 
was  laid  for  a numismatic  magazine  which  would  be  mass  marketed  and 
sold  on  newsstands.  The  general  public's  receptiveness  to  these  new  periodi- 
cals was  largely  attributed  to  several  factors  which  were  publicized  in  the 
public  press,  rather  than  through  numismatic  channels:  the  mint  resuming 
production  of  proof  sets,  the  recent  changes  in  the  designs  of  the  dime  and 
half  dollar,  and  the  publicity  involving  the  "rarity"  of  the  1950-D  nickel. 
Second,  numismatic  periodicals  devoted  to  non-US  coinage  began  to  appear. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  trend  toward  specialized  numismatic  periodi- 
cals that  would  flourish  in  the  next  decade. 

Early  in  1955,  Spiers  Welsh  of  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  introduced  a 
periodical  named  You  Name  It:  Published  in  the  Interest  of  Coin  Collectors  and 
Dealers  in  which,  rather  obviously,  he  asked  the  readers  to  give  it  a name. 
The  July  issue  saw  the  magazine  being  named  the  Flying  Eaglet,  with  Frank 
Spadone  joining  Welsh.  After  going  through  a series  of  name  changes  and 
takeovers,  this  periodical  would  become  Coins  Magazine  in  January  1962. 
Thus,  this  mass  marketed  periodical  was  targeted  to  a much  iarger,  but  less 
expert,  public.  Several  other  publications  which  remain  prominent  today 
would  soon  be  started  to  compete  for  the  same  audience.  The  most  success- 
ful was  CoinAge.  This  magazine  did  not  originate  as  a monthly  periodical.  It 
began  as  a quarterly,  with  its  first  issue  dated  Winter  1964.  Soon  afterward, 
it  became  a monthly. 

Also,  three  periodicals  specifically  targeted  at  the  world  coin  collector 

14  For  reasons  which  cannot  be  ascertained  today  Lowe  omitted  that  the  1940s  saw  the 
introduction  of  the  leading  scholarly  numismatic  publication  in  the  western  hemisphere,  namely 
the  American  Numismatic  Society's  Museum  Notes.  Begun  in  1946,  this  annual  journal  was  intend- 
ed to  be  a successor  to  the  discontinued  American  Journal  of  Numismatics.  It  featured  in-depth  stud- 
ies of  ancient,  medieval,  Middle  Eastern  as  well  as  modern  coinages  and  other  related  numismatic 
items  by  scholars  from  around  the  world.  While  for  most  of  its  history  it  featured  academic  studies 
on  the  coinage  of  the  ancient  world,  it  also  published  a number  of  articles  dealing  with  the  numis- 
matic items  produced  in  North  America  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  written  by  people  such  as 
Eric  P.  Newman,  Henry  Grunthal,  Cornelius  C.  Vermeule,  R.  W.  Julian,  Richard  Doty  and  Kenneth 
Scott.  The  work  in  this  journal  demonstrated  that  American  numismatists  could  produce  studies 
that  met  international  academic  standards.  In  1988,  the  last  issue  of  Museum  Notes  (Volume  33) 
was  published.  It  was  replaced  the  next  year  by  the  revived  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  which 
has  published  academic  studies  dealing  with  American  material  by  scholars  such  as  Michael 
Hodder,  John  W.  Adams,  Richard  Doty,  John  M.  Kleeberg,  T.V.  Ruttrey  and  Joel  Orosz. 
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t&e  Sdifort  'De&& . . . 

extensively  revived,  this  is  the  first  Ntnnixinc  to  appear  since  we  had  to 
admit  that  we  couldn't  keep  up  with  a bi-monthly  schedule,  or  even  pretend 
to.  some  mont back.  Charles  Wormser  and  1 both  hope  that  our  readers 
and  customers  tike  the  different  format.  We  settled  on  the  5 Vi " x 8 Is " 
size  with  binder  holes  punched  (an  idea  we  frankly  hot  rowed  from  the 
Encino,  Calif.  AK),  as  so  many  of  our  friends  have  been  assiduously  saving 
hack  copies  of  Nutnisntn.  In  addition  to  the  long  popular  Question  Forum. 
we  have  added  two  new  features.  One  is  a column  (?)  by  a New  York  gentle- 
man with  a pen  name,  to  whom  we  intend  to  give  a modest  degree  of  latitude, 
and  the  other  is  space  for  letters  from  customers  and  those  who  might  have 
a comment,  a criticism  or  even  a kind  word,  this  last  idea  is  to  provide  a 
place  for  people  who  have  something  to  say.  which  seems  interesting  enough 
to  share.  Of  course,  we  must  reserve  the  right  to  edit  (select  from)  the  con- 
tributions received,  as  some  writers  have  little  ear  for  redundancy,  so  keep 
wluu  you  have  to  sound  off  about,  short  and  io  the  point. 

N umisnui  from  here  on  in.  will  appear  when  we  can  get  an  issue  out.  We 
will  try  fo  alternate,  as  previously,  between  Mad  Bid  offerings  ami  lists  of 
fixed  price  merchandise.  This  copy  of  our  house  organ  contains  our  Twelfth 
Mail  Bid  sale,  and  for  the  tenth  time,  we  wish  to  put  across  the  idea  that  the 
material  listed  is  sold  without  reserve,  unless  the  hid(s>  received  are  so 
asinine  as  to  be  ridiculous.  Too  many  of  our  c*  -rds,  used  to  bidding  by  post 
a!  our  targe  mail  and  public  auctions,  send  in  <.  tew.  moderate  or  high  bids, 
which  is  fine  so  far  as  they  go  However,  we  would  like  to  have  more  of  the 
"bargain  hunters”  bother  ns  with  bids  all  over  the  enclosed  card  and  even  on 
a separate  sheet.  Cover  as  many  lots  as  you  can  with  your  offers,  and  you  will 
he  surprised  at  some  ot  the  'buys*  that  should  come  your  way. 

We  are  still  looking  for  line  Colonial  and  American  coins,  the  rarer  the 
better.  From  a personal  standpoint,  your  editor  is  interested  in  Obsolete  Paper 
Money,  from  any  of  the  Western  States,  -including  California,  Nevada.  Utah, 
Arizona  New  Mexico  and  Colorado,  or  even  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho. 
We  are  always  happy  to  make  an  offer  if  the  item  is  important  or  tricky 
enough,  hut  in  any  case,  we  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 
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were  started:  The  Crown  & Taler,  The  Far  East  Numismatic  Digest  and  World 
Coin  Bulletin.  Nat  Litwer's  The  Crown  & Taler  ran  from  1955  through  1958, 
although  copies  of  individual  issues,  much  less  complete  sets,  are  quite 
scarce.  Alan  Craig's  The  Far  East  Numismatic  Digest  ran  for  only  two  issues  in 
1957.  Of  special  note  was  Amery's  Foreign  Coin  Bulletin,  edited  by  Charles 
Amery  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  which  debuted  in  October  1959.  With  the  third 
issue  of  1960,  its  name  was  changed  to  the  World  Coin  Bulletin,  whose  first 
issue  was  dated  January  1964.  Edited  by  Russell  Rulau  for  over  a decade. 
World  Coins  became  the  first  significant,  successful  American  publication 
devoted  exclusively  to  foreign  coinage. 

Some  mention  should  also  be  made  about  a few  other  important  publi- 
cations. New  Netherlands's  Numisma,  produced  by  John  Ford  and  Walter 
Breen,  and  the  Numismatic  Gallery  Monthly  (which  began  in  1948),  produced 
by  the  two  A.K.s  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg)  and  which  continued 
later  as  Kosoff's  Coin  Bulletin.  Despite  each  of  these  publications  containing 
significant  numismatic  information,  I tend  to  consider  them  to  be  house 
organs  as  they  were  primarily  sales  lists,  whereas  Remy  feels  that  they  are 
more  precisely  periodicals. 

Also  of  note  was  the  appearance  of  Numismatic  News  in  1952.  While  this 
newspaper  was  not  a weekly  until  1969,  it  does  hold  the  honor  of  being  this 
country's  longest  continuing  numismatic  newspaper. 

Thus,  as  the  1950s  concluded,  an  explosion  of  numismatics  in  America, 
and  concomitantly  for  the  American  numismatic  periodical,  was  on  the 
horizon. 

The  1960s 

A variety  of  factors  were  responsible  for  the  significant  increase  in 
numismatic  activity  in  the  sixties.  Again,  the  boom  was  caused  by  a series  of 
factors  which  affected  the  public  as  a whole,  and  not  by  actions  within  the 
numismatic  community.  First,  the  new  reverse  on  the  1959  cent  made  the 
public  aware  of  their  coinage  again.  This  was  soon  followed  by  the  publicity 
generated  by  the  1960  small  date  cent.  Third,  the  introduction  of  the 
Kennedy  half  created  a public  fervor  for  the  new  coin. 

An  additional  factor  which  increased  numismatic  activity  was  the  elimi- 
nation of  silver  in  our  coinage,  which  also  focused  people's  attention  on 
their  pocket  change.  Also,  in  the  sixties  periodically  there  was  a "change" 
shortage,  making  people  again  quite  aware  of  their  pocket  change.  Next,  the 
publicity  generated  by  the  proposed  1964  silver  Peace  dollar  also  served  to 
attract  people's  attention  to  numismatics.  Two  more  significant  factors  were 
the  Treasury's  release  of  the  formerly  rare  1903-0  and  scarce  1904-0  silver 
dollars,  and  the  numismatic  market's  boom  in  rolls.  Finally,  with  the  signifi- 
cant increase  in  both  leisure  time  and  discretionary  income  due  to  the  coun- 
try's prosperity,  Americans  were  enthusiastically  pursuing  a variety  of  hob- 
bies, numismatics  included. 

As  the  sixties  began,  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  was  the  king  of  the 
numismatic  periodicals,  with  The  Numismatist  continuing  its  prominent 
role.  However,  a bold  experiment  was  about  to  be  launched  — a weekly 
newspaper  devoted  exclusively  to  numismatics:  in  March  1960  a "sample 
edition"  of  the  proposed  paper  appeared  — Coin  World,  Volume  1,  Number 
0.  The  first  weekly  issue  appeared  soon  afterward  — April  21,  1960.  With  its 
first  1969  issue,  Krause's  Numismatic  News  also  became  a weekly,  temporarily 
adopting  the  name  Numismatic  News  Weekly.  These  two  respected  weeklies 
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have  revolutionized  numismatics.  The  collector  now  was  able  to  get  his 
information  in  a timely  manner;  each  published  current  price  trends;  and 
the  large  quantity  and  great  variety  of  display  and  classified  advertising  pro- 
vided the  collector  a potpourri  of  choices  every  week.  It  is  most  noteworthy 
that  each  of  these  two  weeklies  has  continued  without  interruption  to  the 
present  day. 

With  the  January  1964  issue,  the  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  debuted. 
Edited  by  R.S.  Yeoman,  this  quality  monthly  would  continue  for  60  issues 
until  its  demise  in  December  1968.  In  the  first  issue,  under  "Why  Another 
Coin  Periodical?,"  Yeoman  wrote: 

Its  purpose  is  to  primarily  lend  aid  and  comfort  to  the  thou- 
sands of  loyal  owners  of  our  standard  reference  books  which  are 
issued  a year  or  more  apart.  A year  is  a long  interval  between  edi- 
tions — made  to  seem  longer  by  the  quickening  pace  of  the  coin 
market  and  the  stepped-up  flow  of  new  issues  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. 

The  first  four  issues  were  subtitled  "A  Monthly  Supplement  to  all 
Whitman  Standard  Coin  Reference  Books."  However,  the  May  1964  issue 
appeared  with  a new,  more  accurately  descriptive  subtitle,  "A  Monthly 
Magazine  Devoted  to  All  Phases  of  Numismatics."  The  contributing  colum- 
nists were  a veritable  "Who's  Who"  of  numismatics:  Bolender,  Bowers, 
Breen,  Charlton,  Glaser,  Julian,  Kenney,  Newman,  Taxay,  Willey  and 
Yeoman.  The  features  covered  all  aspects  of  the  hobby,  but  with  a special 
emphasis  on  North  American  numismatics.  The  December  1968  final  issue 
mentioned  that  Whitman  was  ceasing  to  publish  the  magazine  to  concen- 
trate on  their  production  of  books  and  supplies.  Unfortunately,  no  compara- 
ble numismatic  periodical  has  yet  replaced  this  marvelous  magazine. 

As  was  mentioned  above,  January  1960  saw  the  debut  of  the  first  issue 
of  World  Coins.  It  was  published  by  Amos  Press  in  Sidney,  Ohio.  They  were 
already  the  publisher  of  Coin  World  and  they  had  purchased  the  World  Coins 
Bulletin  in  March  1963.  Although  the  World  Coins  Bulletin  had  quite  a limit- 
ed circulation,  World  Coins,  which  was  edited  by  Russell  Rulau,  soon  became 
the  journal  for  the  increasing  number  of  collectors  of  world  coins.  Other 
than  the  Yeoman  books  and  white  books,  no  other  significant  or  timely  ref- 
erences existed  for  the  rapidly  growing  number  of  world  coin  collectors.  The 
section  of  advertising  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  devoted  to  foreign 
coinage  was  quite  limited.  The  first  Krause  "telephone  book"  would  not  be 
produced  until  1972.  The  first  issue  of  World  Coin  News  would  come  even 
later. 

Each  issue  of  World  Coins  featured  a different  theme:  British 
Commonwealth,  Muslim,  ancients,  gold,  currency,  Latin  America,  Russia, 
Oriental,  Germanic  and  others.  Not  only  were  the  feature  articles  written  by 
experts,  but  there  were  regular  price  trend  charts  for  the  coinage  of  various 
countries.  Additionally,  the  many  quality  ads  were  also  a gold  mine  of  infor- 
mation. After  147  consecutive  issues  of  World  Coins,  Amos  decided  to  cease 
publication,  despite  the  magazine's  being  profitable:  "because  of  demand 
from  readers  for  quicker  information."  It  was  decided  to  incorporate  the 
magazine  into  a new  section  of  Coin  World  to  be  called  "Coin  World 
International." 

Another  classic  periodical  underwent  a major  change.  In  the  April  1967 
issue,  with  issue  number  386,  Amos  Press  took  over  the  Numismatic 
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Scrapbook  from  Hewitt.  By  the  end  of  the  1960s  the  Scrapbook  was  still  a vital 
publication.  In  fact,  beginning  in  late  1974,  under  the  editorship  ot 
Courtney  Coffing,  it  consistently  contained  outstanding  articles  and  numis- 
matic columns.  Sadly,  the  increase  in  quality  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
its  demise.  With  the  February  1976  issue,  after  480  issues,  as  was  done  with 
World  Coins,  the  Scrapbook  ceased  publication.  Amos  stated  that  the 
Scrapbook  would  be  incorporated  into  Coin  World.  In  fact,  for  a while  the 
masthead  of  Coin  World  contained  the  subheading  and  Numismatic 
Scrapbook.  Thus,  The  Numismatist  became  the  sole  surviving  traditional 
monthly  numismatic  periodical. 

A significant  trend  that  started  in  the  1960s  was  that  several  numismat- 
ic organizations  devoted  to  specific  collector  interests  began  to  issue  quality 
magazines  which  served  as  each  organization's  official  journal.  Many  of 
these  journals,  which  were  designed  to  reach  a specialized  knowledgeable 
audience,  have  survived  and  prospered  for  many  years.  Among  the  most 
prominent  were  the  following. 

In  October  1960,  James  Spilman,  who  later  formed  the  Colonial 
Newsletter  Foundation,  began  The  Colonial  Newsletter,  which  specialized  in 
research  and  information  about  colonial  coins. 

In  April  1961,  The  Society  of  Token,  Medal  and  Obsolete  Paper  Money 
Collectors,  which  became  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  later  that  same  year, 
produced  the  Journal  of  the  Token  and  Medal  Society.  The  name  TAMS  Journal 
appeared  for  the  first  time  in  1966. 

At  the  1961  ANA  Convention,  The  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors 
was  formed  largely  by  those  obsolete  paper  money  collectors  who  were  orig- 
inally part  of  the  Society  of  Token,  Medal  and  Obsolete  Paper  Money 
Collectors.  They  began  to  issue  Paper  Money,  their  society's  journal,  late  that 
same  year. 

The  Early  American  Coppers  Club,  formally  organized  in  1967,  distrib- 
uted the  first  copy  of  Penny-Wise  dated  September  15,  1967.  For  more  than 
35  years,  PW  has  delivered  a variety  of  scholarly  research,  discovery  infor- 
mation, surveys  and  commentaries  on  the  current  numismatic  scene  with 
special  emphasis  on  large  and  half  cents. 

In  the  autumn  of  1967,  the  Civil  War  Token  Society  began  publishing 
the  Journal  of  the  Civil  War  Token  Society.  In  the  Fall  of  1977  it  was  renamed 
The  Copperhead  Courier. 

Additionally,  Water  Breen  and  Lynn  Glaser  issued  a little  known  period- 
ical, The  Metropolitan  Numismatic  Journal,  the  first  issue  of  which  was  dated 
May-June  1961.  The  16  page,  small  format,  glossy,  illustrated  journal  was 
published  by  the  Metropolitan  Coin  Company.  Intended  to  present  "articles 
of  interest  to  serious  collectors  in  the  early  American  field,"  apparently 
between  200  and  300  copies  of  the  first  issue  were  produced.  The  second 
issue,  dated  November  1961,  was  renamed  The  Numismatic  Journal  as  Glaser 
took  over  the  journal  and  withdrew  from  the  Metropolitan  Coin  Company 
which  had  moved  to  New  York  City  where  it  was  operated  by  Paul 
Weinstein.  The  issue  was  a rather  low  quality,  mimeographed  booklet. 
Apparently  even  fewer  copies  of  the  second  number  were  produced. 
Regardless,  for  whatever  reason,  this  scholarly  journal  produced  by  two  out- 
standing numismatic  scholars  only  survived  for  two  issues. 

Another  noteworthy  trend  was  reflected  by  a large  number  of  other 
short-lived  periodicals.  Many  were  not  serious  attempts  at  numismatic  jour- 
nalism; rather  they  were  concerned  with  trying  to  take  advantage  of  the  roll 
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boom;  others  were  merely  conceived  as  a method  to  acquire  names  for  mail- 
ing lists. 

So  as  the  sixties  ended  the  numismatic  periodical  was  in  excellent 
health.  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News  were  reaching  tens  of  thousands  of 
collectors  weekly  and  Coins  and  CoinAge  had  become  newsstand  staples. 
1 hree  monthlies  — the  Numismatic  Scrapbook,  The  Numismatist  and  World 
Coins  — were  still  significant.  Finally,  a variety  of  specialized  publications, 
all  of  which  had  originated  during  this  decade,  were  being  supported  quite 
well  by  their  targeted  audiences,  a situation  which  continues  today. 

Afterword 

This  historical  overview,  quite  obviously,  is  merely  a survey.  While  1 
have  made  every  good  faith  attempt  to  deal  fairly  and  properly  with  the  his- 
tory of  numismatic  periodicals,  I readily  recognize  that  others  may  have 
valid  disagreements  with  my  judgments  and  conclusions. 

Also,  by  necessity,  1 have  made  various  judgments  in  what  to  mention 
and  what  to  omit.  For  example,  1 decided  that  the  Empire  Investors  Reports 
and  The  Numismatic  Investment  Bulletin  (of  which  one  copy  was  produced  in 
December  1963)  were  more  precisely  newsletters  or  house  organs  than  peri- 
odicals. Consequently,  I decided  that  the  concept  of  coin  investment  was 
not  relevant  to  the  discussion  of  the  periodical  at  this  time.  However,  1 can 
understand  that  disagreements  with  my  interpretations  have  merit. 

Finally,  I gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  Remy  Bourne  and 
Armand  Champa,  both  of  whom  1 bothered  constantly  for  information 
about  specific  periodicals  and  for  advice  in  preparing  this  work.  I also  wish 
to  thank  George  Kolbe  for  giving  me  permission  to  quote  from  his  authori- 
tative catalogues. 
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19th  Century  Auction 
Catalogue  Census  — 

A Request  for  Information 

by  Karl  Moulton 


1 am  presently  working  on  a census  of  19th  century  numismatic  auction 
catalogues.  The  Cataloguers  to  be  included  are  as  follows: 

Bangs 

Birch 

S.H.  and  H.  Chapman 

Ed  and  George  Cogan 

Frossard 

Harzfeld 

Haseltine 

Low 

Mason 

Massamore 

New  York  Coin  & Stamp 

Proskey 

Sage 

Sampson 
Scott  & Co. 

H.P.  Smith  (&  Sampson) 

Steigerwalt 

W.  and  T.  Strobridge 

Woodward 

If  you  have  any  of  these  please  write  to  me  via  snail  mail  (PO  Box  1073, 
Congress,  AZ  85332)  or  e-mail  (numiscats@aol.com)  and  I shall  send  you  a 
"census  form." 
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For  more  information,  please  contact  the  editor. 

N.B.S.  Membership:  $15.00  annual  dues  in  North  America,  $20.00  else 
where.  Members  receive  all  issues  of  the  current  volume.  Requests  for  mem 
bership  should  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

©2004  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


The  Great  Numismatic  Libraries  of 

Pittsburgh  Tour 


The  Wayne  K.  Homren  Library 


Featuring  an  extensive  collection  of  monographs,  pamphlets,  journals, 
sales  catalogues  and  manuscripts  relating  to  American  Numismatics 

Highlights  include:  William  E.  Du  Bois’  1846  Pledges  of  History  (the  first 
published  account  of  the  US  Mint  Cabinet);  Mark  Collet’s  copy  of  the  1851 
Roper  sale;  Interleaved  1865  J.  N.  T.  Levick  / Lincoln  assassination  date 
sale;  Western  Pennsylvania  Numismatic  Society  Archives  1878-1889 

The  E.  Tomlinson  Fort  “Memorial”  Library 

Featuring  works  dealing  with  the  coinage  and  history  of  Europe  up  to 
the  Fifteenth  Century. 

Highlights  include:  Edward  Gibbon’s  copy  of  Renier  Budel,  De  monetis 
et  re  numaria  (Cologne,  1591 );  an  original  edition  of  Otto  Posse’s  Die  Siegel 
der  Deutschen  Kaiser  und  Konige  von  751  bis  1913  (Dresden,  1909-1913); 
David  C.  Douglas’  annotated  copy  of  the  Regesta  Regum  Anglo- 
Normannorum  (Oxford  1913-1968);  R.  W.  Cochran-Patrick’s  Records  of  the 
Coinage  of  Scotland  (Edinburgh,  1876)  — the  first  British  numismatic  book 
with  photographic  plates. 

Friday  August  20,  2004 

Tour  Bus  Departs  from  the  ANA  Convention  at  the  David  Lawrence 
Convention  Center  in  Pittsburgh  at  1:00  PM 

$20  per  person 

Space  is  limited,  so  book  NOW. 

Send  payment  to  NBS  Treasurer  W.  David  Perkins 

PO  Box  212,  Mequon,  Wl  53092.  Please  make  cheque  out  to 
“Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society.” 

All  proceeds  will  benefit  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society.  The  tour 
is  open  to  NBS  members  only.  No  refunds  unless  the  entire  tour  is  can- 
celled. For  further  information  contact  either  Wayne  Homren 
(whomren@coinlibrary.com)  or  Tom  Fort  (etfort@comcast.net) 


Stack's  & George  Frederick  Kolbe  Are  Pleased  to  Announce 


THE  PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE  OL 

lhe  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Numismatic  Library  • Part  I 

The  Most  Important  Sale  of  American  Numismatic  Literature  Ever  Held 
Tuesday,  June  1,  2004  • I he  Mission  Inn,  Riverside > California 

Special  Room  Rales  are  Available 
Visit  our  Web  Site  or  Call  for  Details 

LOTS  MAY  BE  VIEWED  BY  APPOINTMENT  PRIOR 
TO  THE  SALE  AT  OUR  OFFICES  IN  CRESTLINE 


Printed,  Well- Illustrated  Catalogue:  $35.00 
Catalogue  also  accessible  at  our  web  site 
approximately  60  days  before  the  sale 


George  Frederick  Kolbe  ♦ Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P.  O.  Drawer  3100,  Crestline,  CA  92325-3100  USA 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • email:  GFK@tJumisIit.com  • vvww.numislit.com  • Fax:  (909)  338  6980 


The  Strange  Case  of  M.  N.  Daycius 


In  the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum  we  published  an  arti- 
cle on  the  greatest  prank  ever  pulled  in  the  history  of 
numismatic  literature  — a ficticious  auction  of  B.  Max 
Mehl’s  numismatic  library.  We  have  assembled  the 
clues  and  will  reveal  the  name  of  the  perpetrator  in  the 
next  issue.  Come  Watson,  the  game  is  afoot! 

The  Money  Tree  Inc. 

Myron  Xenos 
1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
PHONE:  440-333-3444 
FAX:  440-333-4463 
EMAIL:  mdxenos@comcast.net 
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When  it  comes  to 
California  Gold  Rush 
coinage,  history  has 


Back  in  print  after  1 2 years,  California 
Pioneer  Fractional  Gold  is  the  newiv  revised 

j 

and  expanded  second  edition  of  the  original 
numismatic  classic  by  Waltet  Breen  and 
Ronald  J.  Gillie.  This  sequel  solves  many 
mysteries  and  proves  for  the  first  time  that 
California  gold  was  used  and  circulated  as 
money  in  Gold  Rush  California. 

"Leonard's  revelations  on  manufacturers 
in  the  1870s  and  1880s  are  amazing.  ” 

Rohecc  J <.'lia:ivln 
)::c£;:  HiitojkiJ  Secvico 


Lavishly  illustrated,  it  includes  photos  of 
the  legendary  jay  Roe  Collection  of 
California  Fractional  Gold  — widely 
recognized  as  the  finest  arid  most  complete 
ever  amassed. 


been  rewritten 

...should  he  in  every  numismatic  library 

D?.viU  H Kagiu 
l*h  0.  Nttumiitfriix 

Numerous  collectors,  researchers,  librarians 
and  museum  curators  have  contributed  to 
this  definitive  work,  whic  h has  more  listings, 
photos  and  data  then  the  original,  including 
updated  rarity  ratings  based  on  the  most 
comprehensive  information  available 

"For  chose  who  enjoy  complex  die  variety 
studies. . . analyses  of  miniature  coin 
usage. . . secret  antedating. . . (this)  is  a 
tantalizing  and  rewarding  presentation" 


Ken  Bressett  of  the  ANA  says  the  book’s 
‘enlarged  illustrations  and  detailed 
descriptions  make  it  easy  to  identify  and 
classify  all  types  and  varieties  of  these 
historically  important  pieces. 

To  order  this  264-page  sofreover  volume 
for  just  $34.50  (while  supplies  last),  mail 
the  coupon  or  phone  1-888-  540-2646. 


Complete  this  coupon  an<J  mail  with  psynx-Rt  to  Bowers  and  Merena"  Gaftetfos,  l Sanctuary  SSvd..  $«fte  201,  Mandarine*  LA  70471 
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For  Fastest  Service  CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-888-540-2646 

Li  So  id  rk  ....  oopyfks;  of Coiifo-v.U  Piowsr  ixJci  :o:  only  $.14.50 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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A Oivluon  of  Collcrtoi's  Uoivetse 
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AMERICA'S  OLDEST  NUMISMATIC 
BOOK  AND  COIN  DEALERS 

founded  in  1932 
first  auction  sale  in  1935 
at  the  same  location  since  1953 

Stack's  maintains  a full  stock  of  most  standard  numismatic 
references  and  can  obtain  most  other  titles  as  needed.  We 
publish  new  works  on  coins  as  well  as  reprint  others.  We 
stock  important  out  of  print  auction  sale  catalogues. 

Stack's  regularly  publishes  lists  of  the  books  we  have  in 
stock.  If  you  have  not  already  received  one,  please  write  for 
your  free  copy,  mentioning  you  saw  us  here. 

Our  most  recent  publications  include: 

The  Numismatic  Legacy  of  the  Jews.  2000.  $125 
The  George  C.  Perkins  Collection.  2001.  $125 
The  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $250 
The  Philip  Showers  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $75 


Stack's.  A name  you  know  and  a name  you  can  trust. 


STACK'S  RARE  COINS 

123  West  57th  Street 

New  York,  NY  10019 

Tel. 212. 582.2580 

Fax  212.582.1946 

Email  to  info@stacks.com 

See  us  on  the  web  at  www.stacks.com 
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Long  Beach  • June  3-4,  2004 
Consignment  Deadline:  April  23 
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World  Coin  Auctions 

resents  the  astonishim 


The  Geneva  Collection  - 350  pieces  of  Byzantine  gold  coinage! 
Specialists  in  the  golp. coinage  of  the  Byzantine  world  will  be 
amazed  at  this  collection,  and  thrilled  at  tl>e  opportunities 
presented  for  expanding  their  own  holdings. 

Thd  catalog  will  be  online  at  He  tom  around  May  ® 

and  every  lot  will  be  presented  with  fufbeolor.  enlargeahle  images. 
Membership  in  our  on ! i n expol lecti  ng  comm un i ty.is  free,  so  act  now; 
And  if  you  want  to  sell  yolm  ancient  coinage- iiV'Qne  of  the  most 
prestigious  auctions  of  the  veliy please  contact  as  immediately. 


Warren  Tucker 
HWCA  Director 
WTUcker@HerifageCoirts.com 
Ext.  287 


Scott  Cot  dry 
Consignment  Directot 
ScoftC@HeritageCoirts.com 
Ext.  369 


Jim  Jelinski 
Consignment  Director 
JitttJ@HeritageCotns.com 
Ext.  257 


Call  today  to  participate  in  2004 
800-872-6467  •HeritageCoins.com 


HERITAGE 

World  Coin  Auctions 


; kcos-n^^r.'t'fvj;  Hera???  r<i»T,*>r>:ccc  'cirvonv 
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iuUP>!4C*e/.  Leo  ri'St  ON? 
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3500  MAPLE  AVENUE.  17TH  FLOOR  « DALLAS.  TEXAS  75219-3941 
1-800-US  COINS  (8O0-S72-64571  • 2(4-528-3500  • FAX:  214-443-8425 
HeritageCoins.com  • e-mail:  Bids@HeriiageCoins.CBm 
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FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 
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SPINK 

founded  1666 


'.V.V.V.V.V . . . 


■:%¥: 


69  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW  BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WC1  B 4ET.  TEL:  020  7563  4000 
FAX:  020  7563  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 


Your  Participation  is  Needed  to  Help  Fund 

THE  FRANCIS  D.  CAMPBELL 
LIBRARY  CHAIR  AT  THE 
AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


DONATIONS  FOR  BOOK  AUCTION 

A benefit  auction  will  be  held  during  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  this  year  in  Pittsburgh.  Lots  with  a value  of 
$300  or  more  are  respectfully  soliticted  to  help  fund  the  $2,000,000 
Library  Chair  endowment.  All  donations  will  be  tax  deductible  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  law.  If  you  would  like  to  ensure  the  future  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  Library,  please  consider  making 
a donation.  Contact  George  Kolbe  or  NBS  Vice-President  John  W 
Adams,  Chairman,  Library  Committee.  Donations  should  arrive  in 
Crestline  no  later  than  June  1,  2004. 


Plan  to  Attend  the  Dinner! Auction 
Thursday,  August  19,  2004 
Tambellini’s  Restaurant,  Pittsburgh 
Seating  Limited  • $50  per  Person 

Reservations  may  be  sent  to  John  W.  Adams 

60  State  Street,  1 2th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02109 


George  Frederick  Kolbe  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P O.  Drawer  3100,  Crestline,  CA  92325-3100  USA 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • email:  GFK@numislit.com  • www.numislit.com  * Fax:  (909)  338-6980 


CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 

Since  1970,  buying,  selling  and  writing  about  Commemorative 

and  Historical  Medals 

(view  online  at  www.christophereimer.co.uk) 


The  Pingo  Family  and  Medal  Making  in  18th  Century  Britain 
(Recipient  of  the  2002  Carl  W.A.  Carlsson  Medal, 
presented  by  Medal  Collectors  of  America) 


THE  PINGO  FAMILY 

& MEDAL  MAKING  IN 

18TH-CENTURY  BRITAIN 


V.  HRISTOI'IILR. 
UMTR 
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CHRISTOPHER  EIMER 
P.O.  Box  352,  London  NW1 1 7RF 
United  Kingdom 

Tel.  (0044)  20  8458  9933  / Fax:  (0044)  20  8455  3535 
art@christophereimer.co.uk  (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk  (web-site) 
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